/ 


THE 


^  l^ng 


A  COLLECTION  OF  PAPERS, 


DOCTRUVAL,  EZPBRlMENTiLL, 


AND 


PRAOTXOjiyL 


PRINCIPALLY  ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


VOLUME  II. 


HARTFORD  t 

PUBLISHED  BY  PHILEMON  CANFIELD. 


1825. 


EVANGELIST 


VoL.II.  .  JANUARY,  1825.  [No.  1. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

NEW  YEAR’S  SERMON. 

HAGOAi,  ls<  Ch.  1th  Verse. 

“  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts — consider  your  ways." 

It  is  not  material  to  our  present  purpose  to  inquire,  minutely,  into 
the  circumstances,  under  which,  the  Lord  commanded  his  -prophet  to 
deliver  this  solemn  charge  to  the  people.  It  may  merely  be  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  occasion  ef  it  was  their  neglect  to  rebuild  the' temple, 
their  vain  excuses  for  this  neglect,  and  their  disregard  of  God’s  dealings 
,  with  them  on  account  of  it.  They  were  living  in  ease,  luxury,  and 
carelessness  in  Zion  ;  regardless  ol  the  commands,  and  forgetful  of  the 
honour  of  Jehovah  ;  suffering  their  holy  and  beautiful  house,  where 
their  fathers  worshipped,  to  lie  waste,  and  taking  no  account  of  their 
daily  accumulating  and  aggravated  sins.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mer¬ 
cy,  was  unwilling  that  his  covenant  people  should  go  on  headlong  in 
their  trespasses,  with  none  to  remind  them  of  their  duty,  or  warn  them 
of  their  danger.  He  charged  the  prophet,  therefore,  to  go  and  -pro¬ 
claim  in  their  ears,  “  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  consider  your 
ways.  Examine  into  your  state,  search  your  hearts  and  try  your  ways  ; 
observe  my  dealings  with  you,  and  turn  unto -me,  that  I  may  have  mer¬ 
cy  upon  you.” 

But,  my  hearers,  is  not  the  duty  imposed  by  the  text,  of  general  ap¬ 
plication  ;  and  may  I  not,  at  this  time,  with  propriety,  address  to  you, 
individually,  its  solemn  language  ?  “  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
consider  your  way5.”  Certainly,  the .  obligation  of  this  injunction  is 
not  confined  to  the  people  of  any  particular  age  or  nation  :  it  rests 
alike  upon  all  men  j  in  every  stage,  and  in  every  condition  of  life.  Is 
the  state  of  our  souls,  and  of  our  accounts  with  God,  of  less  impor¬ 
tance  than  the  state  of  our  properties  and  of  our  accounts  with  our  fel¬ 
low  men  ?  But  wha(.  is  thought  of  the  man  who  disregards  these  ?— 
What  would  be  thought  of  the  merchant  who  prosecuted  an  extensive 
business,  made  lai^e  purchases  and  effected  large  sales,  but  kept  no 
books,  took  ho  securities,  made  no  settlements,  and  never. stopped  to 
inquire  how  he  stood,  either  with  creditors  or  debtors  ?  Could  you  not 
decide,  with  absolute  certainty,  concerning  such  an  individual,  that  he 
was  on  the  high  road  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin  ?  The  same  issue  would 
follow  similar  neglect  in  every  other  branch  of  bnsiness.  Let  the 
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mariner,  in  a  dangerour  sea,  sail  on,  from  day  to  day,  and  keep  no 
reckoning ;  make  no  soundings  and  take  no  observations,  and  what 
would  become  of  vessel  and  cargo  ?  Every  one  sees  that  no  one  but  a 
madman  would  conduct  thus.  But  are  indifference  and  heedlessness 
in  spiritual  things,  less  fatal ;  and  are  watchfulness  and  care  less  im¬ 
portant  ?  Every  individual  has  an  account  daily  and  hourly  running  ' 
with  bis  Maker.  Every  thought,  word  and  deed,  are  entered  in  the 
book- of  God’s  remembrance,  and  a  final  settlement  will  one  day  have 
tor  be  made.  The  manner,  in  which  this  account  is  to  be  rendered,  and 
the  terms  upon  which  it  must  be  adjusted,  are  published  and  well 
known  ;  and  no  man’s  or  angel’s  tongue  can  describe  the  dreadful  con¬ 
sequences  of  thoughtlessness  and  inattention  to  this  grand  concern  of 
life.  We  are  all  embarked  on  a  perilous  ocean  :  whirlpools  and  rocks 
and  quicksands  are  on  every  side  ;  and  yet  our  voyage  is  for  eternity. 
We  have  but  two  alternatives  before  us.  If  we  sink,  we  sink/orercr  ; 
and  if  we  gain  the  haven  of  peace  and  rest,  that  peace  is  boundless,  and 
that  rest  eternal.  No  reasonable  man,  then,  can  doubt  the  infinite  im¬ 
portance  of  being  sober-minded,  scrutinizing  and  vigilant  in  the  mo¬ 
mentous  concerns  of  the  soul.  * 

But  if  such  be,  at  all  times,  our  most  urgent  duty,  yet  there  are 
seasons  in- which  we  are  naturally  led,  as  well  as  solemnly  callea  to  its 
discharge.  The  commencement  of  a  JYew  Year,  is  such  a  season.  It 
strikes  us  like  a  pause,  in  nature.  It  is  a  period  in  the  march  of  time 
that  arrests  attention  ;  and  it  is,  unquestionably,  fitted  to  excite  reflec¬ 
tion,  if  not  devotion.  Who  can  help  thinking  of  God’s  sparing  mercy, 
during  the  year  that  is  past  ?  Many  have  fallen  on  our  right  hand,  and 
many  on  our  left.  The  grave  has  swallowed  up  thousands  in  our  land, 
multitudes  in  our  state,  and  numbers  in  the  midst  of  us  ;  but  we  are 
left.  Justice  called- for  our  sacrifice  ;  but  mercy  cried  forbear  ;  and 
mercy’s  plea  is  yet  heard  in  heaven  in  our  behalf.  Many,  too,  have 
been  sorely  afllicted  ;  have  lost  near  and  dear  friends.  Others  have 
been  visited  with  personal  sickness  ;  have  had  wearisome  days  and 
nights  appointed  unto  them.  Many  have  been  stripped  of  all  their 
earthly  possessions,  by  misfortunes  in  business,  by  fife,  or  by  ship¬ 
wreck  ;  and  have  been  turned  naked  on  the  world.  Multitudes  have 
been  sighing  in  the  chains  of  slavery,  or  smarting  under  the  rod  of  govr 
ernmental  oppression.  Some  have  been  wading  through  seas  of  blood 
to  maintain,  and  others  to  achieve  their  liberties.  We,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  through  the  kind  providence  of  God,  have  been  exempted  from 
most  or  all  of  these  evils  :  And  are  we  not,  at  this  season,  loudly  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  reflect  upon  God’s  gracious  dealings  with  us  ?  ask  why  he 
has,  in  these  respects,  made  us  to  differ  from  others — inquire  how  we 
have  requited  his  kindness,  and  whether  his  goodness  has  led  us  to  re¬ 
pentance  ?  Nor  have  any  oft  us  who  may  have  been  afSkted  during 
the  past  year,  the  less  reason  to  be  affected  with  the  divine  dispensa¬ 
tions  towards  us — ^to  inquire  wherefore  our  afflictions  were  sent,  and 
how  we  have  behaved  under  them  ;  whether  they  have  led  us  nearer 
to  God,  or  driven  us  farther  from  him  ;  whether  we  have  kissed  the 
rod  and  justified-  him  that  appointed  it ;  or  whether,  in  the  spirit  of 
angry  rebellion,  we  have  spurned  at  both. 

I  am  confident  that  we  are  naturally  inclined,  at  this  season,  to  re¬ 
vert  to  the  past ;  but  our  minds  will  doubtless  dwell  on  those  things  that 
interest  us  most.  If  the  world  be  our  God,  and  our  homage  be  sS  paid 
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io  its  idol  temple  ;  if  we  be  stretching  oar  anxious  desires  abroad  and 
ask'  who  will  show  us  any  earthly  good  ;  if  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the 
lust  of  the  eye  and  the  pride  of  life  have  supreme  control  oyer  our 
hearts  ;  then  it  is  easy  to  see  to  what  points  our  meditations  will  be 
directed.  Each  one  will  look  back  on  the  transactions  of  the  year 
that  is  gone  by,  to  see  what  mistakes  he  may  hare  made  in  his  secular 
business.  Every  man  will  endeavour  to  gather  wisdom  from  past  ex¬ 
perience  ;  will  consider  well  his  past  errors,  strive  to  shun  theno/in  fu¬ 
ture,  and  resolve  to  commence  the  new  year,  by  pursuing  his  favorite 
object  with  fresh  ardour  and  redoubled  exertions.  It  is  common  for 
those  who  are  wise  in  the  concerns  of  the  world,  to  employ  this  season 
in  examining  into  the  state  of  their  business,  ascertaining  their  loss  or 
gain,  adjusting  outstanding  accounts  and  laying  new  plans  of  future  en  - 
terprize. 

Now  let  me  ask  my  hearers,  should  not  the  same  wise  economy  that 
governs  you  in  your  tempbral  concerns,  watch,  also,  over  your  spirit¬ 
ual  interests  ?  Is  this  interesting  period  chosen  to  set  every  thing 
right  between  you  and  your  fellow  men  ;  and  is  every  thing  to  be  left 
unsettled  between  you  and  your  God  ?  Are  there  not  long  arrears 
against  you  in  his  book  ;  and  has  not  a  settlement  been  long — too  long 
deferred  ?  Has  such  a  settlement,  in  fact,  ever  been  made  ?  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  consider  your  ways, ,  The  message  comes  to  you 
and  to  me — to  every  man  that  has  a  soul  to  save  or  lose — a  heaven  to 
gain  and  a  hell  to  shun. 

If  the  foregoing  remarks  be  just,  the  duty  injoined  in  the  text  will 
appear  to  be  one  of  the  highest  conceivable  importance.  I  shall  now, 
therefore,  proceed  to  lay  before  you  some  reasons  why  you  should 
enter  upon  it  without  delay. 

1.  That  we  ought  immediately  to  attend  to  this  duty  because  God 
is  calling  us  to  do  so.  1  am  aware,  that  to  speak  of  the  command  of 
God,  as  a  motive  for  attending  to  any  particular  duty,  is,  by  many, 
treated  as  a  very  light  thing.  It  is  a  motive  which  never  bears  with 
the  weight  of  a  feather  upon  their  minds.  A  motive  which  does  net 
touch  their  hopes  or  their  fears,  touches  not  their  hearts,  and  affects 
not  their  lives.  But  I  hope  the  will  of  God  is  received  by  some  as  the 
supreme  law.  I  hope  there  are  some  who  love  his  commands ‘and  af¬ 
fectionately  reverence  his  authority.  With  such,  will  it  not  be  enough 
to  know  that  the  duty  of  trying  our  ways,  is  enforced  by  thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts.  But  who  is  there  that  can  resist  this  motive,  when  he 
considers  that  it  is  the  language  of  Divine  love  ;  of  love  to  eur  best  in'- 
terests — ^the  interests  of  our  souls.  The  Lord  our  Redeemer  knows 
our  wants,  our  sins,  and  our  dangers,  infinitely  better  than  we  do  ^  and 
he  loves  otir  souls  infinitely  more.  He  sees  how  thoughtless  and  care¬ 
less  we  are  ;  how  wise  we  -are  in  temporal  and  how  unwise  in  spiritu¬ 
al  things  ;  how  vigilantly  we  watch  over  our  accounts  with  our  fellow 
men,  and  hew  little  we  regard  our  final  account  with  Him.  Therefore 
he  comes  to  us  in  the  language  of  authority  softened  by  compassion 
with  **  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  consider  your  ways* 

2.  We  ought  to  arouse  ourselves  to  this  duty,  hecatue  we 
may  discover  in  our  hearts  a  proneness  to  neglect  it..  Here  lies  our 
danger  and  we  see  it.  When  men  have  any  important  temporal  con¬ 
cern  to  attend  to,  involving  exertion  or  self  denial ;  and  perceive  in 
themselves  a  disposition  to  procrastinate,  they  become  alarmed,  and 
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arouse  themselves  to  the  work.  .  They  see  that  the  indulgence  of  such 
spirit,  in  so  important  a  business,  threatens  ruin  ;  and  that  delay  only 
makes  the 'case  worse.  Here  is  a  man,  for  example,  who  has  suffered 
his  accounts  with  his  merchant  to  run  for  years,  \yithout  examination 
or  settlement.  He  has  been  full  of  other  cares,  and  has  been  burden¬ 
ed  with  other  expenses  ;  and  though  he  has  made  some  payments,  he 
knows  that  his  debts  have  been  much  larger  than  his  credits.  He  be¬ 
gins  to  dread  an  adjustment,  both  because  it  will  be  tedious  and  be¬ 
cause  he  will  have  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  balance. which 
may  be  found  against  him.  Now  what  would  worldly  wisdom  teach  in 
such  a  case  ?  would  not  its  language  be — give  no  place  to  sloth  or  to 
procrastination  ;  if  the  case  be  bad  to-day,  it  will  be  worse  to-morrow  : 
rouse  thyself  to  the  duty— delay  is  ruin.  “  Agree  with  thine  adversary 
quickly,  while  thou  art  in  the  way  with  him,  lest  he  deliver  thee  to 
the  judge  ;  and  the  judge  deliver  thee  to  the  ofi&cer  ;  and  thou  be  cast 
into  prison And  would  not  the  man  who  »^as  wise  take  such  advice  ? 
and  if  he  refused  to  listen  to  these  admonitions,  and  gave  himself  up  to 
carelessness,  giddiness  and  dissipation;  would  he  hot  soon  find  his  estate 
wasted  and  his  family  involved  in  wretchedness  and  want  ?  Now,  my 
hearers,  apply  this  comparison  to  spiritual  things.  You  have  had  a 
moral  account  with  your  God  that  has  been  accumulating  many  years. 
You  are  conscious,  perhaps,  that  large  arrears  of  sin  and  guilt  are 
charged  in  the  book  of  his  remembrance  against  you.  You  dread  a 
final  settlement ;  and  you  dread  a  present  examination.  You  know 
your  case  is  bad,  but  you  are  unwilling  to  know  how  bad  :  Conscience 
gives  you  much  trouble  and  pain  now  ;  and  your  fear  if  the  whole 
truth  is  known  it  will  give  you  much  more,  and  destroy  all  your  re¬ 
maining  peace.  I  told  you  in  the  other  case,  what  wordly  wisdom 
would  teach  ;  heavenly  wisdom  holds  the  same  language  in  this.  The 
spirit  of  procrastination  is  as  fatal  in  the  one  instance  as  in  the  other.— 
And  if  this  spirit  be  strong  to  day,  it  will  be  stronger  to-morrow. 
The'state  of  the  account  is  daily  growing  worse,  and  the  indisposition 
to  investigate  it,  is  daily  increasing.  How  then  will  the  man  act  who 
is  as  wise  for  his  soul  as  he  is  for  his  body ;  as  wise  for  <)ternity  as  he  is 
for  time  ?  Perceiving  his  awful  danger  ;  doubly  alarming  from  his  dis¬ 
position  to  sleep  over  it,  will  he  not  rouse  himself  by  a  mighty  effort, 
will  he  not  shake  from  his  soul  the  spirit  of  sloth  and  indifference,  and 
determine  to  know  the  worst  of  his  case  ?  Will  he  not  arise  and  call 
upon  his  God,  if,  peradventure,  he  may  have  mercy  upon  him  that  he 
perish  not  in  bis  thoughtlessness  and  guilt  ?  What  if  he  find  himself  a 
great  sinner,  as  doubtless  he  will  ?  his  chief  difficulty  lies  not  in  the 
greatness  of  his  sins,  for  the  blood  of  Christ  applied  ' by  faith  cleans - 
«th  from  all  sin  ;  but  his  danger  lies  in  his  unwillingness  to  know,  to 
feel,  and  to  confess  how  great  a  sinner  he  is  in  his  obstinate  unbelief, 
and  rejection  of  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world. 

3.  And  this  leads  me  to  notice  a  third  reason  why  we  should  heark¬ 
en  te  the  injunction  of  the  text,  and  consider  our  ways, — and  that  is, 
because  no  man  will  turn  to  God  till  he  does  this. 

R^t  assured,  my  hearers,  no  person  was  ever  recovered  from 
the  snares  nf  the  adversary,  and  from  the  broad  road  to  eternal  death, 
until  he  had  first  cotne  to  himself,  and  well  considered. his  past  ways  of 
sin  and  giult.  And'l  may  add,  farther,  that  no  Christian  having  dt- 
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dined  from  the  path  of  duty  and  backslidden  from  this  Saviour,  ever 
turned  his  feet  again  into  the  pathway  of  the  Divine  testimonies,  or 
ever  again  enjoyed  his  presence,  without  previously  considering  his 
ways,  and  humbling  himself  before  God,  on  account  of  them. 

The  very  first  fruit  of  real  love  to  God,  is  tears  of  penitential  sor¬ 
rows  for  the  breach  of  his  holy  laws  :  But  how  shall  a  man  know,  and 
feel  how  grieviously  he  has  broken  these  laws,  till  he  searches  his 
heart,  and  life — till  he  tries  his  ways  f  Did  the  wandering  prodigal  take 
■a  single  step  towards  his  father’s  house  till  he  had  thus  come  to  him¬ 
self?  Were  not  the  symptoms  of  returning  wisdom  first  discoverable 
in  his  reflections  on  the  folly  and  guilt  of  his  past  conduct?  There 
was  a  time  when  he  would  not  reflect.  Sin  had  filled  his  heart  with 
madness.  Hq  had  received  the  portion  of  goods  that  belonged  to  him, 
and  he  was  determined  to  spend  it  on  his  lusts,  and  to  live  as  the  fool 
liveth,  regardless  of  consequences.  But  poverty  and  want  at  length, 
brought  him  to  himself ;  and  when  he  thought  on  his  ways,  he  was 
ashamed,  astonished,  humbled  ;  and  then  it  was  that  he  resolved  on  an 
immediate  return  to  his  lather ;  taking  with  him,  as  every  penitent  sin¬ 
ner  must  do,  the  words  of  contrition  and  humiliation.  The  case  of  the 
the  prodigal,  is  the  case  of  every  wanderer  Irom  God.  En¬ 
lightened  and  unbiassed  reason  no  more  approves  of  a  course  of  iniqui¬ 
ty,  than  does  real  religion.  .She,  continually,  lifts  up  her  voice  against 
it ;  but  the  lusts  of  the  heart  control  the  life.  Reason  is  charged  to 
stand  by  and  to  hold  her  peace,  while  sin  spreads  before  the  soul  her 
charms,  eloquently  expatiates  on  her  joys,  and  satan  sets  his  seal  to  the 
lie,  and  finishes  the  murderous  work.  But  the  Spirit  of  God  can 
break  this  charm,  can  expose  these  works  of  ilarkness,  and  deliver 
from  this  fatal  snare. 

When  he  comes  to  convince  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  the 
judgment  to  come,  be  causes  the  soul  to  look  back  on  ]^r  ways^ — to 
possess  the  iniquities  of  her  youth,  as  well  as  those  of  riper  years  ; 
and  to  cry  unclean  unclean.  She  sees  how  the  leprosy  of  sin  hath 
spread  defilement  in  every  part, '  and  anxiously  asks  what  fountain  of 
cleansing,  th^  mercy  of  God  bath  set  open,  in  which  she  may  wash 
away  her  guilt.  This  is  the  way  and*  the  only  way  of  return  to  God. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  consider  thy  ways. 

But  who  should  consider  their  ways  ?  1  have  told  you  my  hearers — 
all  men.  Every  individual  is  urgently  called  to  this  duty.  '  Persons  of 
all  ages,  ranks  and  conditions  are  called  to  attend  to  it.  Our  text  comes 
home  to  every  man’s  conscience  and  bosom. 

.  1st.  It  addresses  the  youth  with  Thus  sailh  the  Lord  consider  your 
ways.  .You  are  peculiarly  exposed  my  young  friends,  to  trust  in  and 
become  the  victims  of  deceitful  promises  and  treacherous  hopes.  This 
has  always  been  the  besetting  tolly  and  the  threatening  danger  of  youth 
and  health.  These  precious  endowments  which,  were  it  not  for  the 
sinfulness  of  your  hearts,  would  fill  you  with  gratitude  to  God,  by  lead¬ 
ing  you  to  reflect  on  his  goodness,  now  make  you  thoughtless  and  in¬ 
considerate.  You  will  not  think  on  your  ways,  lest  such  thoughts 
should  interfere  with  your  worldly  pursuits  and  pleasures.  You  rea¬ 
son  in  your  hearts,  and  say  there  is  time  enough  yet.  It  is  not  likely 
ive  shall  be  found  among  the  victims  of  early  disease  and  death.  Hav¬ 
ing  escaped  in  former  years,  you  think  there  is  every  probability  in 
your  favor  this  yoar  also  ;  But  oh !  my  youthful  hearers  beware — be- 
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ware  of  such  devices  of  satan  and  your  own  evil  hearts.  Did  not  all 
who  began  the  past  year  with  you,  but  who  are  now  gone  to  the  land 
of  silence  and  who  have  had  all  their  accounts  closed  for  the  final  tri- 
bunaU  indulge  in  just  such  reasonings,  and  vain  imaginations.  In  a 
case  of  such  amazing  importance,  your  inquiry  should  not  be,  is  there 
a  probability  that  1  may  live  another  year,  or  another  month,  or  even 
another  day.  The  wise  enquiry  is,  is  there  a  possibility  that  I  may 
die  ;  and  if  there  be,  what  in  such  an  event  will  be  my  state  ?  Many 
have  died  young  ;  and  many  such  have  died  unprepared;  have  been, 
hurried  away  suddenly  in  the  midst  of  their  mirth  and  thoughtlessness 
and  sin.  .Will  you  not  be  admonished  by  their  example  ?  Will  you 
walk  in  their  road,  regardless  of  their  end  ?  God  knows  your  tempta-^ 
tions  ;  and  he  sees  your  danger.  He  lifts  up  his  gracious,  his  warning 
voice.  He  bids  you  remember  nozie;,  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh  when 
you  shall  say  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.  Do  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
this  voice  of  heavenly  wisdom  ;  if  you  do,  I  fear  your  folly  vdll  be  seen^ 
too  late.  It  will  certainly  fill  your  soul  with  future  regrets.  It  may 
plant  thorns  in  your  dying  pillow  and  even  this  may  be  but  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  your  sorrows  ;  Commence  this  new  year  then  by  solemnly  con¬ 
sidering  your  ways^  and  resolving  to  turn  to  the  Lord.  Again  > 

2.  Our  subject  appeals  to  the  middle  aged.  You  are  now  in  the 
meridian  of  life.  God  has  spared  you  beyond  most  of  those  who  be¬ 
gan  life  with  you.  Look  back  and  inquire  after  those  who  in  your  ear¬ 
liest  years,  joined  you  in  the  sports  of  childhood — ask  for  those  who 
were  once  the  companions  of  your  youth.  Are  not  very  many  of  them 
in  their  graves  ?  Do  you  not  already  appear  to  yourselves  as  monu¬ 
ments  of  sparing  mercy  ?  Ifyou  had  been  cut  off,  as  others  have,  what 
would  now  have  been  your  condition  ?  has  your  youth  been  spent  in 
the  service  of  God  ?  Did  you  live  under  a  daily  sense  oihis  presence  ? 
Did  you  reverence  his  name  ?  Did  you  hallow  his  sabbaths  ?  Did  you 
rfead  and  meditate  on  his  word  ;  and  pour  out  your  hearts  to  him  in 
penitence  and  prayer  ?  If  not,  you  was  not  prepared  to  die  ;  and  it  is 
of  the  Lord’s  mercies  that  you  was  not  cut  off  in  your  sins.  And  are 
you  better  prepared  now  ?  If  you  are  wise  in  your  temporal  concerns, 
you  often  examine  into  the  state  of  your  accounts  with  your  fellow  men. 
How  stands  your  account  with  God  ?  Your  case  is  full  of  peril,  if  you 
are  yet  without  an  interest  in  the  Saviour.  Your  worldly  occupations 
and  anxieties  press  upon  you,  and  the  adversary  tells  you  that  you  have 
no  time  to  spare  to  religion.  Your  hearts  echo  the  same  language. 
You  come  on  the  sabbath  to  the  house  of  God  ;  and  I  hope  you  come 
regularly  ;  but  alas  !  do  not  the  cares  of  the  world,  the  deceitfulness 
of  riches,  and  the  lust  of  other  things  follow  you  even  into  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  the  Most  High  ?  Do  they  not  choke  the  word  and  render  it  un¬ 
fruitful  ?  Do  you  find  yourselves  inclined  to  distrust  the  world,  and 
look  forward  to  a  better  state?  Your  experience  and  observation 
ought,  in  this  respect,  to  hav«  made  you  wise  ;  but  has  it  done  so  ? 
Do  yOu  not  rather  find  the  world  daily  strengthening  its  hold  on  your 
hearts  ?  and  if  this  be  so,  do  you  not  see  your  state  to  be  a  state  full  of 
danger  ?  Where  will  this ,  growing  love  of  the  world  and  this  increase 
of  its  cares  land  you  ?  I  tremble  for  your  souls  my  hearers  those  of  you 
who  fall  within  this  class.  I  speak  from^expcrience,  when  I  admon¬ 
ish  you  of  your  danger  from  the  pressure  of  worldly  occupations,  and 
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thoughts,  and  anxieties.  They  choke  the  mind,  they  steal  away  the 
heart  from  God  and  religion — from  death  and  the  realities  of  a  future 
world.  What,  then,  you  may  ask  are  we  to  quit  the  world  altogether  ? 

you  are  to  do  your  duties  in  it  ;  but  you  are  also  to  guard  against 
its  snares.  Y ou  are  to  remember  continually,  that  it  is  not  your  rest¬ 
ing  place,  or  your  home  ;  and  never  can  be  a  satisfying  portion.  While 
you  lire  in  the  world,  you  must  learn  to  live  above  the  world.  Take 
this  for  your  motto — what  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the,  whole 
world  and  lose  his  own  soul  ?  Make  God  your  portion,  and  this  will 
wean  you  from  all  other  portions.  The  true  secret  of  living  as  we 
ought,  it  is  to  live  by  faith  :  for  of  this  grace,  an  apostle  testifies  that 
it  worketh  by  love,  and  purifieth  the  heart  and  overcomeih  the  world : 
and  that  which  will  effect  this,  is  the  very  thing  that  we  all  want.  It 
will  enable  us  to  live  well  and  die  well ;  and  it  will  be  well  with  us  for¬ 
ever.  pive  yourselves  no  rest,  then,  my  hearers  till  you  obtain  this 
faith.  The  bible  tells  you  how  it  is  to  be  obtained  and  if  you  live  and 
die  without  it,  ^e  blood  of  your  souls  will  be  found  in  your  own  skirts. 

3.  Again  our  subject  addresses  itself  with  peculiar  force  to  the 
aged — to  all  who  begin  to  feel  the  weight  of  years — the  symptoms  of 
decline.  Let  me,  my  fathers  and  friends,  respectfully  address  you. 
You  have  ascended  the  summit  of  life,  and  looked  out  upon  its  fairqst 
prospects.  You  have  passed  through  its  gayest  and  most  pleasing 
scenes — you  have  tried  its  pleasures,  and  you  know  what  they  are 
worth.  The  wise  man  calls  it  a  vain  life,  though  no  man  knew  better 
what  was  the  r€al  value  of  its  earthly  enjoyments.  He  found  these 
unsatisfactory.  Is  not  your  experience  the  same  ?  You  are  now 
descending  into  the  vale  of  years  :  hoary  hairs  are  thickening  on 
your  heads,  and  your  strength  and  vigour  are  gradually  declining.  You 
have  seen  and  rejoiced  in  a  meridian  sun,  but  now  the  shadows  of  the 
evening  are  gathering  about  you.  ^  Should  your  lives  (t>e  spared  a 
few  days  longer,  you  can  have  little  enjoyment  of  the  world ;  for 
the  grasshopper  will  soon  become  a  burden,  and  desire  will  fail.”  It 
seems  ^  as  though  nothing  could  be  better  fitted  than  your  present 
state,  (specially  after  the  sparing  mercy  of  the  past  year,)  to  awaken 
serious  consideration.  Suffer  me  to  inquire  whether  you  find  your¬ 
selves  more  inclined  than  formerly  to  this  duty.  Yoo,  doubtless, 
used,  when  young  and  thoughtless,  to  imagine  that  your  present  time 
'  of  life  was  the  best  to  attend  to  religion.  The  world  would  then 
have  ceased  to  charm  :  its  pleasures  would  then  have  begun  to  pall 
upon  the  sense — a  competency,  you  hoped,  would  then  have  been 
laid  up,  and  there  would  be  nothing  to  interfere  with  your  preparation 
for  another  world.  Such  an  experiment  was  very  presumptuous  and 
lull  of  hazard  ;  but  God  has  spared  you  to  try  it.  Is  the  result  as 
you  then  anticipated  ?  Has  your  hold  on  the  world  been,  latterly, 
growing  weaker  T  Do  you  find  your  affections  dwelling  on  it  less  ? 
Are  your  thoughts  more  on  another  and  better  life  ?  Do  you  find  it 
easier  to  live  a  life  of  prayer  and  holy  obedience  ?  If  not,  you  must, 
doubtless,  see  cause  for  alarm  at  your  state,  and  feel  constrained  to 
warn  those  wh6  are  younger'''''not  to  put  off  religion,  and  serious  con¬ 
sideration  of  their  Ways,  under  any  fallacious  expectation  of  a  more 
convenient  season. 

My  earnest  desire  and  prayer  to  God  is,  that  he  would  be  your 
stay  and  your  staff;  that  he  would  sustain  you  under  increasing  infir- 
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mities  ;  enable  you  to.  lookback  on  your  past  life,  and  well  consider 
•  all  your  ways  ;*  that  your  feet  may  be  turned  into  the  pathway  of 
his  testimonies.  Those  who  are  younger,  will,  naturally,  look  to  you 
for  examples.  If  you  should  neglect  to  consider  your  ways,  yet 
remember  that  the  eyes  of  the  rising  generation  will  be  fastened  upon 
them  ;  and  if  they  are  not  right  ways,  not  only  yourselves,  but  many 
others  with  you,  wi)l  stumble  and  lall  therein — never  to  rise  again. 

My  hearers,  the  voice  of  providence,  as  well  as  the  voice  of  rea¬ 
son  and  the  word  of  God,  sounds  this  day  in  your  ears— -Consider  thy 
ways.  How  rapid  is  the  flight  of  time.  If  you  would  rightly  meas¬ 
ure  it,  look  backward  and  not  forward.  A  prospective  view  is  every 
way  deceitful.  Tormorrow  is  not  o«r  own.  Why,  then,  should  we  so 
confidently  calculate  upon  it ;  and  why  does  the  year,  upon  which  we 
have,  now,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  been  permitted  to  enter,  ap¬ 
pear  so  long  ?  The  past  year  seems  to  have  been,  as  it  were,  but  a 
moment.  All  our  past  years  appear  like  a  shadow  :  or,  as  the  bible 
forcibly  represents  it,  like  a  tale  that  is  told.  There  is,  assuredly, 
some  deception  in  our  views  of  the  future.  It  is  but  a. point  of  time.' 
The  feet  of  them  that  have  carried  our  fathers  to  the  narrow  house, 
are  at  the  door,  to  carry  out  us,  also.  The  youth,  the  middle  aged, 
the  aged,  husbands  and  wives,  parents  "and  children,  ministers  and 
people,  will  soon  be  gone  to  their  solemn  account.  All  shall  be  laid 
in  their  graves  ;  the  clods  of  the  valley  shall  cover  them,  and  their 
spirits  shall  return  to  the  God  who  gave  them,  to  await  the  decisions  of 
the  last  great  day.  My  heaters,  as  3'ou  love  your  souls,  your  undying 
souls,  keep  these  solemn  thoughts  in  your  mind — make  them  familiar. 
Time  is  broken  by  various  divisions ;  There  are  days  and  months  and 
years ;  there  are  winter  and  summer,  seed  time  and  harvest ;  but 
soon,  O  how  soon,  these  will  be,  by  us,  known  no  more.  We  shall 
enter  on  a  day  whose  sun  never  sets,  or  sink  into  a  night  whose  dark¬ 
ness  no  light  will  ever  dissipate  ; — on  a  state,  where  he  who  is  filthy 
will  be  filthy  still,  and  he  who  is  holy  will  be  holy  still.  Beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt,  numbers  of  us  here  to-day,  will  never  see  another 
new  year’s  Sabbath.  But  who  are  they — who  ?  Let  no  one  foolishly 
say,  or  think,  l  am  not  of  the  number.  Rather  raisO'a  prayer — Lord, 
is  it  I  ?  It  may  be  you,  it  may  be  me.  The  how  may  be  bent,  the 
arrow  may  be  on  the  string.  Let  neither  of  us  then  delay  a  moment. 
Let  us  call  upon  God  in  an  accepted  time  and  in  a  day  of  salvation. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  consider  your  ways  :  He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear 

let  him  hear. 

♦ 


FOR.THEETANGELIST. 

EXPOSITION  OF  2.  COR.  2, 14,  16. 

For  we  are  unto  €rod  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them  that  are^  saved,- 
and  in  them  that  perish.  To  the  one,  we  are  a  savor  of  death  unto 
death  ;  and  to  the  other,  the  savor  of  life  unto  life. 

This  declaration  was  originally  made  with  reference  to  the  apostles 
of  our  Lord.  And  it  respects  them  merely  as  ministers  of  the  gospel. 
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It  must,  therefore,  be  evidently  applicable  to  all  others,  who  possess 
that  character,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office.  The 
reason  why  they  were  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  in  Christ,  was  because 
they  plainly  and  faithfully  preached  and  enforced  the  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  Christ.  And  all  other  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who,  like 
them,  plainly  and  faithfully  preach  and  enforce  these  doctrines  and 
precepts,  may,  with  equal  justice,  adopt  the  same  language.  Holding 
the  same  office,  and  engaged  in  the  same  work,  they  may  say,  with  the 
same  propriety,  We  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them 
that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish.  The  apostles,  by  preaching 
and  enforcing  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  Christ,  made  a  full  and 
complete  exhibition,  of  the  whole  system  of  revealed  truth.  They 
neither  kept  back,  nor  disguised  any  part  of  the  revealed  counsel  of 
God.  They  never  made  it  a  question,  concerning  any  thing  they  de¬ 
sired  to  preach,  whether  men  w6uld  hear,  or  whether  they  would  for- ' 
bear ;  the  question  was,  whether  God  had  spoken  it.  And  if  they  were  • 
satisfied  God  had  spoken  it,  they  Were  at  once  resolved  to  preach 
it,  be  the  consequences  what  they  might.  Pursuing  this  bold,  faithful 
and  independent  course,  the  consequence  was  just  what  might  be  ex¬ 
pected.  Their  hearers  were  all  interested,  and  all  affected  ;  though 
in  very  different  ways.  Some  were  pleased,  and  some  were  displeased. 
Some  liked  their  preaching, .  and  some  disliked  it.  Some  believed 
and  embraced  it,  and  some  contradicted  and  blasphemed  iti  To  some, 
it  was  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God  ;  and  to  some,  it  was 
foolishness  and  a  stumbling-block.  To  some  it  was  a  savor  of  life  un¬ 
to  life  ;  and  to  some,  it  was  a  savor  of  death  unto  death.  This  was 
the  effect  which  the  preaching  of  the  apostles  produced,  and  the  same 
.  effect  will  be  produced,  by  the  preaching  of  other  ministers,  provided 
they  preach  as  the  apostles  did.  This  is  all  plain.  It  is  plain  from 
the  scriptures,  that  this  effect  was  produced  by  all  inspired  preachers. 
Several  instances  are  recorded,  in  which  this  effect  was  produced,  by 
the  preaching  of  prophets..  We  have  several  instances  of  the  same 
thing,  in  the  preaching  of  Christ.  And  from  the  general  account  which 
we  have  of  the  apostle’s  preaching,  as  well  as  from  our  text,  and  a 
number  of  similar  passages,  it  is  very  plain,  that  it  always,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  produced  the  same  effect.  And  experience,  and  daily 
observation,  concurring  with  scripture-testimony,  plainly  prove  the 
same  thing  of  ministers  now,  who  preach  the  gospel  with  apostolic 
plainness  and  fidelity.  To  some,  their  preaching  is  Christ  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God;  and  to  some,  it  is  a  stumbling- 
block  and  foolishness.  To  some,  it  is  a  savor  of  life  unto  life  ;  and  to 
some,  it  is  a  savor  of  death  unto  death. 

The  manner,  in  which  it  produces  these  effects,  is,  also  plain. 

It  is  a  savor  of  life  unto  life,  in  this  manner.  The  sinner  hears  the 
faithful  minister  preach.  This  minister,  after  the  example  of  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  preaches  that  mankind  are  all  guilty ;  that  they  are 
sinners  before  the  Lord  exceedingly  ;  that  they  are  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins  ;  that  they  are  already  under  condemnation  ;  that  the  love  of 
God  is  not  in,  them  ;  and  that  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord  ;  that  except  they  repent,  they  must  perish  ;  that  unless  they 
-  believe,  they  must  be  damned ;  that  except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God..  The  sinner  to  whom  the  word  is  to 
become  a  savor  of  life  unto  life,  hears  these  solemn  and  alarming 
VoL.  II.  .  2 
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truths  with  candour.  Instead  of  rashly  rejecting  them,  he  carefully 
searches  the  Scriptures,  to  see  whether  they  are  so.  He  there  finds 
them  all  fully  and  clearly  substantiated.  In  this  state,  he  immediately 
discovers,  that  his  own  situation  is  exceedingly  dangerous  and  alarm*  . 
ing.  He  is  immediately  filled  with  deep  solicitude  and  anxiety,  for  his 
future  safety. 

The  faithful  minister,  also  preaches,  that  God  so  loved,  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  him 
might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life  ;  that  Jesus  Christ  was  set 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation  for  sin,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  that  God 
might  be'  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  that  believeth.  The  sinner 
bears  these  things,  and  again  goes  to  the  Scriptures  to  see  whether  they 
are  so ;  and  to  his  inexpressible  joy,  finds  it  even  so  ;  that  it  is  a 
faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ  died  to 
save  sinners,  of  whom  he  considers  himself  as  chief.  In  this  way, 
the  word  preached  is  made,  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  means  of  his  con¬ 
viction  and  conversion.  Nor  is  this  all.  His  future  sanctification,  and 
growth  in  grace  are  promoted  by  the  same  means.  He  is  sanctified 
by  the  word  of  God  which  is  truth.  -In  the  same  way,  also,  is  he  kept 
from  those  delusive  errors,  which  abound  in  the  work,  until  he  arrives 
to  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  a  perfect  man  in  Christ  Jesus.  Thus, 
the  word  preached  to  him,  is  a  savor  of  life  unto  life. 

But,  to  others,  the  same  preaching  becomes  a  savor  of  death  unto 
death.  The  sinner,  on  whom  the  word  is  about  to  produce-  this  awful 
effect,  hears  the  faithful  minister  preach,  that  mankind  are  all  guilty, 
already  condemned,  and  must  be  born  again,  or  they  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God.  But  when  he  hears  such  preaching,  he  is  impatient 
and  uneasy.  He  has  not  enough  candour  to  go  and  search  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  to  see  whether  these. things  are  so.  But,  without  duly  exam¬ 
ining  the  subject,  he  rashly  resolves,  that  he  will  never  believe  such 
doctrines.  Indeed,  he  feels  a  degree  of  indignation  at  the  idea  ,  of  be¬ 
ing  in  a  state,  either  so  guilty,  so  helpless,  or  soddangerous  as  the 
preacher  describes.  Thus  he  will  not  come  to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds 
should  be  reproved.  Being  in  this  state  of  mind,  willingly  ignorant 
of  his  own  guilt  and  danger,  he  is  totally  unprepared,  to  feel  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  preachers  testimony,  concerning  the  fulness  there  is  in 
Christ  of  pardon  and  salvation,  for  sinners  ready  to  perish.  He  sees 
no  excellency  in  the  physician,  because  he  does  not  feel  sick.  -  He 
sees  no  need  of  embracing  the  Saviour,  because  he  does  not  feel  una¬ 
ble  to  help  himself.  Of  consequence,  the  whole  scheme  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  grace  appears  to  him  like  foolishness,  and  a  stumbling-block. 
In  this  way,  through.his  own  self-righteousness  and  self-sufficiency,  he 
resists  the  light,  rejects  the  counsel  of  God,  and  slights  a  bleeding  Sav¬ 
iour,  becomes  more  and  more  stupid,  and  more  and  more  guilty  ;  ta¬ 
king  the  very  place  of  those  Jews,  of  whom  Christ  said,  ‘‘  If  I  had  not 
come  and  spoken  unto  them  they  had  not  had  sin,  but  now  vthey  have 
no  cloak  for.  their  sin.  To  those  who  persist  in  this  course,  the  gospel 
of  Christ  is  a  savor  of  death  unto  death. 

These  ideas  are  natural  and  plain  in  the  text.  It  is,  therefore,  need¬ 
less  to  spend  time  by  dwelling  upon  them.  But  there  is  another  idea 
in  the  text,  which  is  very  important,  and  which  is  not  so  plain.  This 
will  claim  more  particular  attention.  *  '  . 

We  are  taught,  that  ministets  of  the  gospel  are  unto  God  a  sweet 
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savor  of  Christ,  both  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that 
perish. 

Many  have  understood  the  passage  merely  to  mean,  that  the  faithful 
services  of  the  gospel  minister  are  acceptable  to  God,  whatever  may 
be  his  success.  It  has  been  paraphrased  thus,  We  are  unto  God  a 
sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  per* 
isb.”  That  is,  we  are  careful  to  discharge  our  duty  to  all  men,  by 
preaching  the  way  of  salvation  to  them,  and  by  warning  them  of  the 
danger  of  sinful  courses  ;  and  our  labors  are  acceptable  to  God,  what¬ 
ever  effects  they  may  have  upon  souls.  For  God,  whom  we  serye, 
will  not  judge  of  us,  nor  reward  us,  according  to  our  success,  but  ac-  . 
cording  to  our  faithfulness  and  diligence  in  his  work.  God  accepteth 
our  labour  as  to  good  men,  to  whom  we  are  instruments  of  eternal  life 
and  salvation  ;  and  though  others  despise  the  gospel,  and  refuse  to 
hear  the  sweet  and  joyful  sound  of  it,  yet,  as  to  them,  also,  we  are  a 
sweet  savor  to  God  ;  for  it  is  not  for  any  rfeglect  in  us,  as  to  our  duty 
if  any  perish  ;  but  from  their  own  willingness  and  perverseness.” 

Although  this  exposition  conveys  a  sentiment,  which  is  unquestion¬ 
ably  a  gospel  truth,  yet  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  it  conveys  the  full 
meaning  of  the  passage.  That  the  faithful  minister  of  Christ,  will  be 
accepted  with  God,  whatever  success  may  attend  his  labors;  and  that 
God  is  pleased  with  a  clear  and  faithful  exhibition  of  divine  truth,  dis¬ 
connected  from  its  actual  effects  upon  the  bearers,  and  considered  in 
relation  only  to  the  preacher  himself,  i»  unquestionably  true.  But  if 
this  were  all,  which  the  apostle  intended,  he  certainly  chose  a  very 
singular  method  of  communicating  his  idea.  And  it  must  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  see,  why  he  should  be  so  particular  as  to  mention,  that  they 
were  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ' zn  them  that  are  saved  and  tn  them  that 
perish.  Indeed,  in  this  case,  it  is  not  easy  to  see,  what  propriety 
there  can  be  in  saying,  they  were  a  sweet  savor  in  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  For,  according  to  this  exposition,  their  being  a  sweet 
savor  of  Christ,  depended  merely  upon  their  faithfully  preaching  the 
gospel,  and  not  at  all  on  the  effect  which  their  preaching  produced. 
Whereas  the  language  of  the  text,  evidently  makes  it  depend  entirely 
upon  this  effect.  Accordingly,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  text,  the  apos¬ 
tle  proceeds  to  tell  what  that  effect  was,  both  upon  those  who  are  sa¬ 
ved,  and  upon  those  who  perish.  It  seems  necessary,  therefore,  to 
seek  a  more  satisfactory  exposition  of  the  passage.  In  order  for  this,  a 
clear  view  of  the  great  and  leading  design  of  the  mission  of  Christ, 
should  be  obtained;  And  concerning  this,  the  Scriptures  inform  us, 
that  his  great  object  in  coming  into  the  world,'  was  to  glorify  God. 
His  own  testimony  is,  1  come  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me.  And  his  will  is,  that  hjs  name  may  be  glorified  up¬ 
on  the  earth.  When  '  God  communicates  blessings  to  guilty  men,  he 
does  it  not  for  their  sakes,  but  for  his  own  great  name’s  sake.  And 
when  he  sends  judgments  upon  them,'  he  does  it,  that  all  men  may  know 
.  that  he  is  the  Lord,  and  that  his  name  may  be  declared  throughout  all 
the  earth.  It  was  by  doing  that,  which  shall  redound  to  the  divine 
.glory,  that  Christ  became  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  acceptable  and 
well  pleasing  to  God,  when  he  gave  himself  up  for  the  sins  of  the 
world.  Accordingly,  Christ  a  little  before  his  crucifixion,  addressing 
his  father,  said,  1  have  glorified,  thee  upon  the  earth,  and  finished  the 
work,  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do.  Nor  can  it  -be  supposed,  that  this 
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will  exclusively  appear  in  those  who  become  followers  of  the  Lamb, 
and  are  savingly  interested  in  the  benefits  of  redemption.  For  glory 
will  also  redound  to  God,  from  the  work  of  redemption,  even  in  rela> 
tion  to  those  who.  reject  salvation  by  grace,  and  finally  perish.  And  as 
Christ  himself  was  a  sacrifice  of  a  sweet  savor  unto  God,  because,  by 
making  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  he  did  that  which  shall  forever  re¬ 
dound  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  so,  no  doubt  gospel  ministers  are  unto  God 
a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  per¬ 
ish,  because  by  preaching  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and  ma¬ 
king  known  the  rich  wonders  of  divine  love,  and  offering  salvation  in 
the  name  of  God  to  the  chief  of  sinnersj  they  do  that  which,  both  in 
relation  to  them  who  are  saved,  and  them  who  perish,  shall  forever  re¬ 
dound  to  the  glory  of  God.  , 

^  Let  us  take  a  distinct  and  separate  view  of  the  two  cases. 

1.  Concerning  those  who  are  saved,  the  question  cannot  be  hard. 
411  will  grant,  that  God  is  glorified  in  their  salvation.  And^as  minis¬ 
ters,  by  preaching  the  gospel  are  honored  as  instruments  of  securing 
their  salvation,  they  must  of  course  be  instruments  of  securing  that - 
glory  to  God,  of  which  their  salvation  is  the  occasion. 

The  .whole  scheme  of  salvation  for  sinners,  is  a  display  of  the  riches 
«f  divine  grace.  Man,  in  his  apostate  condition,  was  cast  out  as  a  guil¬ 
ty  malefactor  from  the  favor  of  God.  He  was  under  sentence  of  con¬ 
demnation.  He  lay  justly  exposed  to  the  miseries  of  hell.  All  the  in¬ 
telligent  creation  who  were  acquainted  with  his  state  could  rationally 
expect  nothing  else,  than  to  see  him  plunged  without  mercy,  into  the 
dreadful  gulph.  But  bis  offended  God  had  compassion  on  him.  And 
said.  Spare  him  j  deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the  pit ;  I  have 
found  a  ransom.  His  beloved  son  stood  forth  and  undertook  to  atone 
for  the  guilty  race,  and  open  a  way  >)f  salvation,  through  the  channel  of 
his  Own  precious  blood.  He  freely  gave  himself  up  to  death,  that  those 
who  believe,  might  have  life  through  him.  And  the  ransom  was  accep¬ 
ted.  It  was  a  sacrifice  of  a  sweet  smelling  savor  unto  God.  When 
salvation  was  thus  procured,  it  was  also  necessary,  in  order  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  purposes  of  divine  mercy,  that  this  salvation  should  be  preach¬ 
ed  to  lost  men  ;  and  that  it  should  be  done  by  those  who  were  them¬ 
selves  once  in  the  same  lost  condition,  but  who  have  now  tasted  of  the 
redeeming  grace  of  God.  This  too,  was  necessary  for  the  same  great 
reason  ;  that  God  might  be  glorified.  This  reason  the  apostle  states  ; 
that  the  excellency^  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  men.  That 
.  it  may  be  seen,  that  the  effects  produced  by  their  ministry,  must  have 
some  higher  cause  than  themselves.  To  these  means  God  is  pleased 
to  add  his  blessing,  and  make  them  effectual  to  the  salvation  of  those, 
who  once  were  ready  to  perish.  -He  convinces  them  of  their  sin  and 
ruin.  He  prepares  their  mind  to  receive  the  message  of  bis  love,  and 
embrace  the  Saviour  by  a  living  faith.  He  freely  pardons  their  sin, 
and  carries  forward  the  work  of  sanctification  in  their  hearts,  by  the 
operhtions  of  his  holy  spirit  in  applying  divine  truth.  Thus  he  raises 
them  from  the  very  door  of  hell,  and  opens  before  them  the  gate  of 
heaven  ;  and  all  for  the  sake  of  his  beloved  son.  Sorely  in  all  this, 
God  must.be  glorified.  In  prospect  of  this,  when  the  Saviour  was 
bom,  adoring  angels  shouted  for  joy,  and  sung  songs  of  glory  to  God  in 
the  highest.  Nor  will  saints  iw  heaven  ever  cease  to  celebrate  these 
matchless  wonders  of  redeeming  love.  The  new  song  will  always 
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be,  Thou  art  worthy,  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to 
God  with  thy  blood.”  In  those  who  are  saved  then,  God  will  be  for¬ 
ever  glorified  by  the  work  of  redemption.  But  in  their  salvation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  divine  plan,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  by  preaching  the 
precious  truths  of  God’s  word  are  made  instrumental ;  and  thus  are 
made  instrumental  in  procuring  that  glory,  which  redounds  to  God  in 
this  glorious  event.  On  this  ground,  therefore,  the  apostle  might  well 
say,  we  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ  in  them  that  are  saved. 
But  let  us, 

2.  Turn  our  attention  to  those  who  perish,  and  inquire  how  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  gospel  are  also,  onto  God,  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ  in  them. 
It  has  already  been  observed,  that  God  gets  to  himself  a  glorious  name 
by  executing  his  judgments  on  the  wicked  ;  and  that  he  will  glorify 
himself  from  the  work  of  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ,  in  those  who 
perish,  as  really  as  in  those  who  are  saved.  It  is  readily  seen,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  does  not  directly  glorify  his  mercy  and  grace  in  the  des¬ 
truction  of  sinners,  as  he  does  in  their  salvation.  But  he  glorifies  his 
infinite  justice  and  holiness.  And  these  are  as  essential  to  the  perfec¬ 
tion  and  glory  of  the  divine  character,  as  his  mercy  and  grace.  It  is 
as  important  too,  that  one  should  be  glorified,  as  it  is  that  the  other 
should.  But,  in  order  that  God  may  glorify  himself  by  indicting  pun¬ 
ishment  on  the  wicked,  in  view  of  intelligent  spectators,  two  things 
are  necessary.  In  the  first  place,  the  punishment  must  be  just.  In 
the  second  place,  it  must  appear  to  be  just.  And  that  it  may  thus  ap¬ 
pear,  the  wickedness,  on  account  of  which  it  is  inflicted  must  be  clear¬ 
ly  seen.  For  if  punishment  is  inflicted,  where  no  wickedness- is  ap¬ 
parent.  the  justice  of  that  punishment  cannot  be  seen,  and  of  course, 
justice  cannot  be  glorified.  Hence,  the  more  clearly  the  wickedness 
of  any  guilty  creature  appears,  the  more  striking  must  be  the  justice 
of  his  punishment.  The  faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel  however,  has 
an  evident  tendency  to  render  the  wickedness  of  those  who  finally  re¬ 
ject  it  the  more  apparent.  This  may  be  clearly  shown.  It  is  a  truth, 
that  mankind  as  sinnere,  actually  deserved  endless  punishment  antece¬ 
dently  to  all  consideration  of  atonement  and  offers  of  pardon.  If  no 
Saviour  had  ever  bled,  and  no  pardon  had  ever  been  offered,  God 
would  have  been  just  in  the  execution  of  his  law  upon  them.  Angels 
no  doubt,  would  have  glorified  his  justice.  Still,  however,  in  that 
case  the  full  depth  of  their  depravity  would  not  have  appeared.  It 
would  not  have  been  seen,  that  they  were  so  exceedingly  wicked,  as 
to  be  ready  to  reject  a  Saviour  and  a  free  salvation,  when  mercifully 
offered.  Probably  if  any  one  except  the  Supreme  Being  had  informed 
the  angels,  that  mankind  had  become  so  exceedingly  depraved,  that 
'  even  if  a  Saviour  should  be  provided,  and  salvation  should  be  freely 
offered,  they  would  all  make  light  of  it,  and  ungratefully  reject  it ;  I 
say,  it  is  probable  angels  would  have  doubted,  whether  such  wicked¬ 
ness  were  possible.  And  if  mankind,  antecedently  to  the  revelation  of 
God’s  purposes  of  mercy,  had  been  6o  informed,  probably  they  too, 
would  have  rejected  the  idea,  and  with  indignation.  But  now,  wherev¬ 
er  the  gospel  is  preached,  this  melancholy  troth  is  confirmed  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  reasonable  doubt.  The  depravity  of  the  human 
heart,  in  this,  its  astonishing  greatness  clearly  appears.  Though  a  di¬ 
vine  Saviour  who  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  conde¬ 
scended  to  appe'ar  in  the^wofld,  to  open  a  way  of  recovery  to  perishing 
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sinners,  yet  be  sustained  while  here,  the  most  unmerited  abuse,  the 
most  shameful  sufferings,  and  the  most  cruel  death.  And  though  par* 
don  and  salvation  are  freely  offered  through  him,  yet  sinners  coldly  turn 
away,  refuse  the  gracious  offer,  and  perish  in  their  sins.  And  must  it 
not  hence  appear  most  clearly,  that  they  perish  justly  ?  Will  not  the 
glory  of  divine  justice  be  far  more,  strikingly  displayed  in  their  destruc* 
tion,  than  it  could  have  been,  if  salvation  had  not  been  thus  graciously 
offered  ?  Surely,  in  view  of  this  slighted  grace,  even  the  mouth  of  ev* 
ery  sinner,  himself  must  be  stopped.  But  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who 
faithfully  exhibit  divine  truth,  are  instrumental  in  developing  this  wick* 
edness  of  the  human  heart.  They  are  therefore,  instrumental  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  way  for  the  justice,  of  God  to  be  glorified-,  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  those  who  perish.  As  the  Saviour  himself,  was  set  for  the  rise 
and  falling  again  of  many  in  Israel,  and  for  a  sign  that  should  be  spo¬ 
ken  against,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  might  be  revealed  ;  so 
they,  by  holding  up  this  glorious  Saviour  and  the  way  of  salvation 
through  him,  furnish  opportunity  to  sinners,  to  act  out  and  display  the 
temper  and  feelings  of  their  unholy  hearts.  And  in  this  way,  it  is  a 
solemn  truth,  that  the  unbelieving  go  great  lengths  in  wickedness,  and 
'after  their  hardness  and  impenitent  heart,  treasure  up  to  themselves 
wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judg¬ 
ment  of  God,  when  his  justice  shall  be  glorified  in  their  eternal  ruin. 
Thus  ministers  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ  in  them  that 

following  reflections  are  naturally  suggested. 

1.  This  subject  may  be  of  use,  in  helping  us  to  form  a  correct  opin¬ 
ion  concerning  the  best  method  of  preaching.  And  this  is  a  point, 
surely,  on  which  no  one  will  doubt,  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance, 
that  our  opinions  should  be  correct.  It  is  a  subject  however,  not¬ 
withstanding  itS/  vast  importance,  on  which  mankind  have  been  led  a- 
way  with  very  different  notions.  And  even  professing  Christians  have 
not  always  been  agreed.  They  have  been  too  regardless  of  the  plain 
example  of  inspired  apostles,  and  the  explicit  directions  of  inspired 
truth.  Instead  of  this  infallible  standard,  they  have  adopted  as  a  stan¬ 
dard,  some  conceit  of  their  own  imagination,  to  which  they  desire,  that, 
preaching  should  be  conformed.  Hence,  some  have  desired  that  min¬ 
isters  should  be  exclusively  confined  to  the  discussion  of  moral  duties. 
The  doctrines  of  the  gospel  most  not  be  mentioned.  This  is  more  es¬ 
pecially  desired  respecting  the  most  distinguishing  doctrines  ;  such  as 
ktt  the  depravity  of  man,  the  nature  of  atonement,  the  necessity  of  regen¬ 

eration,  and  the  sovereignty  of  God.  These  must  be  kept  entirely 
out  of  view,  as  forming  no  part  of  the  system  of  revealed  truth  ;  or, 
at  least,  as  being  unworthy  to  be  preached. 

Others  again,  desire  that  ministers  should  dwell  entirely  on  the 
Iffve  of  God,  as  it  appears,  in  the  bounties  of  common  providence,  and 
in  the  invitations  and  promises  of  his  word  ;  still  carefully  keeping  out 
of  view,  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of  grace  ;  and  especially  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  future  punishment. 

Others  again,  would  have  ministers  dwell  principally  on  experimen¬ 
tal  and  practical  religion.  Persons  of  this  class  however,  generally 
admit  that  the  doctrines  usually  denominated  doctrines  of  grace,  are 
plainly  taught  in  the  bible,  and  indeed  constitute  the  leading  doctrines 
of  the  gospel.  Yet,  they  cannot  think  it  profitable  to'  preach  them. 
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They  think  it  would  be  much  better,  only  to  describe  the  exercise 
and  feelings  which  are  peculiar  to  the  people  of<iod,  and  inculcate  the 
external  duties  of  the  Christian  life.  But  from  our  subject  we  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  conclude,  that  it  would  be  much  more  safe  for  ministers  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  example  of  inspired  apostles,  rather  than  to  the  opinions  of 
any  of  these.  If  they  desire  to  be  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ  in 
them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish,  there  is  but  one  way  in 
which  they  can  be  certain  of  doing  it.  They  must  preach  and  enforce 
the  doctrines  of  Christ  in  the  same  plain  and  faithful  manner,  as  did 
the  apostles.  They  must  explain  and  enforce  all .  those  doctrines, 
which  in  their  connection,  tend  to  unfold  the  desperate  wickedness  of 
the'  human  heart.  Because  it  is  only  on  the  ground  of  this,  that  the 
glory  of  divine  grace  can  be  magnified  in  the  foi^vness  of  those '  who 
repent ;  and  it  is  only  on  the  same  ground,  that  the  glory  of  divine  jus¬ 
tice  can  appear  in  the  execution  of  deserved  punishment,  on  those 
who  remain  impenitent.  It  is  evident;  that  the  apostles  preached  in 
this  manner.  So  far  were  they  from  endeavouring  to  convince  men, 
that  the  doctrines  of  total  depravity,  atonement  for  sin,  regeneration, 
and  the  sovereignty  of  grace,  were  either  untrue,  or  if  true,  of  but  lit¬ 
tle  importance,  or  passing  lightly  over  them  in  any  way,  that  they  evi¬ 
dently  dwelt  much  upon  them.  They  preached  them  as  fundamental 
articles  of  the  gospel  system.  As  to  morality,  it  is  evident  they  knew 
nothing  about  it,  as  being  of  any  value  in  the  sight  of  God,  unless  it 
flowed  from  an  heart  in  which  the  love  of  God  was  shed  abroad  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  religion  of  the  gospel,  they  considered  as  compre¬ 
hending  a  belief  in  all  its  cardinal  doctrines,  and  a  practice  of  all  true 
morality.  In  this  scheme,  this  belief  and  this  practice  were  insepara¬ 
bly  connected. 

And  as  to  God's  love,,  which  is  most  eminently  displayed,  in  the  gift 
of  a  Saviour,  the  work  of  atonement,  the  regeneration,  pardon,  and  sal¬ 
vation  of  sinners,  they  evidently  knew  not  how  to  preach  it,  without 
insisting  on  the  doctrine  of  human  depravity,  and  guilt.  For,  in  their 
opinion,  the  greatness  of  man’s  guilt,  was  the  very  thing,  which  magni¬ 
fies  the  riches  of  God’s  love,  in  showing  mercy.  If  the  dreadful  guilt 
of  man  could  be  taken  away,  the  astonishing  love  of  God  would  inevita¬ 
bly  go  with  it.  Herein  is  love,,  not  that  we  loved  God  ;  but  that  he 
hath  loved  us,  and  given  his  Son  to  die  for  our  sins.  God  commendeth 
his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for 
us.  The  apostles  could  never  forget  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  they  esteemed  ricA,  just  in  proportion  as  our  poverty  was 
great ;  because  that  he,  though  in  himself  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  be¬ 
came  poor,  that  we,  through  his  poverty,  might  become  rich.  It  was 
ever  a  delightful  theme,  with  them,  that  mankind  are  saved  by  grace 
through  faith,  and  that  not  of  themselves,  but  by  the  gift  of  God. 

And  as  to  experimental  and  practical  religion,  they  evidently  knew 
nothing  of  any  such  thing,  disconnected  from  the  essential  troths  and 
doctrines  of  religion.  “  This  is  life  eternal,”  said  our  Lord  in  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  his  Father,  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.”  But,  how  are  God  and  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  known,  without  an  acquaintance  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
gospel  ?  Without  this,  how  can  we  ever  know,  whether  we  love  the 
Lord  God,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ?  The  idea,  that  experimental 
and  practical  religion  may  be  consistently  preached,  while  the  doctrines 


16  Exposition  of  2  Corinthians  ii.  14/ 15. 

i 

of  religion  are  neglected,  is  a  gross  mistake.  No  such  thing  is  po  si- 
ble.  If  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  are  not  understood,  the  glory  of 
God’s  moral  character  cannot  be  seen.  And  if  this  is  not  seen,  the 
greatness  of  our  obligation  to  love  him  cannot  be  felt.  Neither  will 
sin  appear  to  us,  as  it  did  to  the  apostle,  exceeding  sinful.  And  if  sin 
do  not  thus  appear,  and  we  remain  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  our  de¬ 
pravity,  we  shall  never  feel  the  obligation  we  are  under  to  God,  for 
the  gift  of  his  Son ;  nor  to  Christ,  for  shedding  his  blood.  And  if  the 
doctrine  of  atonement  is  left  out  of  sight,  or  not  understood,  all  mo¬ 
tives  to  repentance  and  faith  are,  at  once,  annihilated.  The  same  may 
be  shown  of  all  the  leading  doctrines.  Give  up  the  doctrine  of  the  re- 
surrection  of  the  dead,  future  judgment,  and  eternal  retribution,  and  all 
foundation  of  Christian  hope  falls  to  the  ground.  All  attempt,  there¬ 
fore,  to  preach  experimental  aud  practical  religion,  without  preaching 
the  doctrines  of  religion,  is  an  attempt  to  build  without  a  foundation. 
It,  is  like  an  attempt  to  preserve  a  stream,  when  the  fountain  from 
which  it  flowed,  is  utterly  destroyed.  - 

2.  From  this  subject  wedeara,  that  the  faithful  preaching  of  the 
gospel  is  attended  with  important  consequences  to  those  who  hear. 
There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  many  people  go  to  the  house  of 
God,  where  the  gospel  is  faithfully  preached,  from  sabbath  to  sabbath, 
without  ever  duly  reflecting,  that  what  they  hear  must  have  some  eflect 
upon  their  future  and  eternal  condition.  But  this  subject  certainly 
teaches,  that,  if  it  be  the  gospel  which  they  hear,  it  will  be  of  conse¬ 
quence  ;  it  will  produce  in  them,  some  important  eflect.  And  here, 
let  it  be  remembered,  the  question  is  not,  whether  they  believe  it  be 
the  gospel,  or  not.  It  may  be  the  gospel,  and  they  may  not  believe  it. 
It  may  be  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  yet  they  may  hear  it,  with  to¬ 
tal  disbelief.  Christ  preached  the  truth,  and  showed  unto  men  the  way 
of  salvation,  yet  many  oihis  hearers  could  not  be  persuaded,  that  such 
preaching  was  truth.  So  the  apostles  preached  the  truth  ;  for  they 
were  not  as  many  who  corrupt  the  word  ;  yet  many  of  their  hearers 
rejected  their  preaching,  as  being  exceedingly  erroneous  and  dishon¬ 
orable  to  God.  And,  no  doubt,  a  large  portion  of  those,  to  whom  they 
were  a  savor  of  death  unto  death,  disbelieved  entirely  and  sincerely  the 
leading  doctrines  which  they  taught.  So,  now,  the  gospel  may  be  re¬ 
ally  and  faithfully  preached,  and  yet  some  may  really  and  sincerely  dis¬ 
believe  it.  But  whether  they  disbelieve  what  is  preached  or  not,  if  it 
be  the  real  gospel,  it  must  be  a  savor  of  life  unto  life,  or  of  death  unto 
death,  to  their  souls.  It  will  either  operate  as  a  means  of  preparing 
them  for  heaven,  or,  of  fitting  them  for  a  more  a^ravated  condemna¬ 
tion,  in  a  world  of  woe.  For  God  has  said,  that  bis  word  shall  not  re¬ 
turn  unto  him  void.  How  happy  the  consequences  of  a  ministration  of 
the  gospel,  to  those,  to  whom  it  becomes  a  means  of  conviction,  conver¬ 
sion,  and  sanctification,  until  they  are  crowned  with  victory,  and  re- 
.ceived  to  glory  !  On  the  other  band,  how  important,  and  how  dreadful 
the  consequences  to  those,  whom  itproves  the  means  of  hardening  in 
sin,  and  preparing  for  a  more  a^ravated  final  punishment!  To  the 
righteous,  it  must  surely  appear  exceedingly  important,  when  they  shall 
be  fully  sanctified  and  cleansed  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word, 
and  Christ  shall  present  them  faultless  before  the  presence  of  bis  glory 
with  exceeding  joy.  And  however  it  may  appear  to  the  wicked  now, 
they  will  realize  the  importance  of  its  consequences  to  them,  when 
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when  they  are  summoned  to  the  bar  of  Jesus,  through  whose  mediation 
and  atonement,  salvation  has  been  offered,  there  to  give  an  acconAt  of 
the  manner,  in  which  they  have  treated  his  calls,  his  warnings  and  mer¬ 
ciful  invitations.  When  this  rejected  and  slighted  Saaiour  shall  bid 
them  depart^  they  will  then  know  and  feel  what  is  meant  by  a  savor  of 
death  unto  death. 

3.  We  may  learn  from  this  subject,  that  real  Christians,  when  in  the 
exercise  of  grace,  can  never  lightly  esteem  the  preaching  of  the  gospel. 
Christians  when  they  feel,  as  they  ever  ought  to  feel,  will  always  desire 
to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowl^ge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  They  are  sensible,  that  now  they  know  but  in  part,  and  are 

'  sanctified  but  in  part,  and  in  all  things  are  imperfect.  And  they  most 
also  desire  to  know  more,  and  be  more  conformed  to  the  image  of  God. 
They  most  be  sensible,  too,  that,  in  this  imperfect  state,  they  are  lia¬ 
ble  to  fall  into  hurtful  errors,  both  in  faith  and  practice,  which,  if  they 
do  not  finally  destroy  them,  may  yet  prove  very  injurious  to  them,  and 
destroy  their  peace.  How  then  can  they  neglect,  or  lightly  esteem 
so  important  a  means  of  their  increase  in  knowledge,  of  their  growth  in 
grace,  of  their  spiritual  comfort,  of  their  preservation  from  error,  and 
their  perseverance  in  holiness,  as  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  ?  How 
can  they  do  otherwise,  than  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that 
they  may  grow  thereby  ?  Surely,  then,  whatever  men  may  profess  of 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer,  if  they  lightly  esteem  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  if  trifling  excuses  are  sufficient  to  .keep  them 
away  from  the  house  of  God,  where  the  word  of  truth  is  plainly  declar¬ 
ed,  ^they  furnish  melancholy  evidence  against  themselves,  that  the* 
word  is  not  onto  them,  a  savor  of  life  onto  life.  Most  certainly,  they 
a^e  destitute  of  that  spirit,  which  influenced  the  holy  psalmist,  when  he 
said.  How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste  ;  yea  sweeter  than  honey 
to  my  mouth !  My  soul  breaketh  for  the  longing  it  hath,  unto  thy 
statutes  at  all  times. 

4.  Our  subject  teaches  us,  that  it  is  exceedingly  important  for  those 
who  are  favored  with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  that  they  so  hear, 
that  it  may  prove  a  savor  of  life  unto  life,  and  not  a  savor  of  death  unto 
death.  It  is  plain,  that  this  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  preach¬ 
er,  as  it  does  upon  the  hearers.  It  is  the  business  of  the  preacher  to 
make  a  clear  manifestation  of  the  truth.  He  must  see  to  it,  that  he 
preaches  the  word  ;  net  the  devices  of  his  own  heart ;  nor  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  other  fallible  men  ;  but  the  pure,  unadulterated  word  of  God. 
He  must  not  be  as  many  who  corrupt  the  word  ;  but  as  of  sincerity,  as 
of  God,  in  the  sight  of  God,  so  must  he  speak  in  Christ.  He  must 
preach  the  things  of  God,  not  in  words,  which  man’s  wiklom  teacheth, 
but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth.  He  must  preach  not  as  jfleasing 
man,  but  God,  who  trieth  our  hearts.  And  when  he  has  so  preached, 
he  must  leave  the  event.  He  may,  indeed,  rest  assured,  that,  in  se 
preaching,  he  is  either  a  savor  of  life  unto  life,  or  a  savor  of  death  unto 
death,  to  those  who  hear.  But  which  he  shall  be,  it  is  not  for  him  to 
detepnine.  This,^o  far  as  it  respects  men,  depends  on  the  improve- 
nten^or  misimprovement  of  those  who  hear.  The  command  of  God  to 
his  ministers  is,  **  Thou  shalt  speak  my  words  unto  them,  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear  ;  For  they  are  most  re¬ 
bellious.”  If  they  neglect  faithfully  to  preach  the  word,  to  make  a 
clear  exhibition,  and  a  solemn  application  of  the  tmth,  then  souls  may 

5  '  ' 


18  The  Kingdom  of  Christ  contrasted  with  Earthly  Kingdoms. 

perish  through  their  unfaithfulness;  and  they  must  be  accountable  for 
it.  Thus  runs  the  divine  dedaration.  “  When  1  say  unto  the  wicked, 
O  wicked  man;  thou  shalt  surely  die,  if  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn  the 
wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  his 
blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Nevertheless,  if  thou  warn  the 
wicked  of  his  way,  to  turn  from  it,  if  he  do  not  turn  from  his  way,  he 
shall  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul.”  That  the 
word  preached  may  profit,  that  ministers  of  the  gospel  may  be  a  savor 
of  life  unto  life  to  their  people,  it  is  not  only  necessary,  thdt  they  faith¬ 
fully  declare  all  the  counsel,  but,  also,  that  it  be  mixed  with  faith  in 
them  w'ho  hear.  Hence,  he  who  spake  as  never  man  spake,  said. 
Take  heed  how  ye  hear.  And  this  subject  most  solemnly  enforces  the  ' 
admonition.  F or  how  dreadful  is  the  thought,  that  the  most  clear  and' 
faithful  manifestation  of  divine  truth,  owing  to  the  misimprovement  of 
the  hearer,  or  because  he  refuses  to  take  warning,  may  prove  a  savor 
of  death  unto  death  !  How  solemn,  and,  in  itself,  how  painful  must  be 
this  thought  to  the  gospel  minister  !  How  painful  the  thought,, that  hi» 
tedious  labors,  designed  for  the  everlasting  good  of  his  people,  may, 
nevertheless,  be  the  means  of  plunging  them  deeper  in  everlasting  sor¬ 
row  !  How  pertinently  may  he  exclaim  with  the  apostle,  Who  is  suffi¬ 
cient  for  these  things  ?  Yet,  if  he  has  the  testimony  of  a  good  con¬ 
science,  that  he  faithfully  preaches  the  whole  truth,  and  declares  the 
w'hole  counsel  of  God,  he  has  this  source  of  consolation,  under  all  his 
discouragements,  that  he  is  unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them 
that  perish,  as  w’ell  as  in  them  that  are  saved.  That  whatever  success 
may  attend  his  labors,  as  to  those  to  whom  be  ministers,  yet,  in  one 
way,  or  the  other,  God  will  assuredly  be  glorified.  But,  to  hearers, 
themselves,  how  much  more  solemn  and  affecting  ,the  thought,  that 
what  they  hear  may  be  a  savor  of  death  unto  death  !  And  how  careful^ 
how  solicitous,  and  how  importunate  in  prayer,  should  they  be  to  him, 
with  whom  is  the  residue  of  the  spirit,  that  the  word  preached  may 
profit  them,  and  become  a  savor  of  life  unto  life. 
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Judea,  conquered  by  the  Romans,  and  become  a  Roman  province, 
was  put  under  the  immediate  government  of  Pontius  Pilate,  who  was 
appointed  and  styled  governor  or  procurator  of  Judea,  by  Tiberius 
Caesar  the  emperor  of  Rome.  The  Jews,  as  a  conquered  people,  not 
having  any  lawful  authority  to  put  a  man  to  death,  proceeded  to  deliver 
Jesus  to  Pilate,  pronouncing  him  a  malefactor,  and  accusing  him  of 
treason  against  Caesar,  or  of  making  himself  a  king.  Pilate,  affer  hav¬ 
ing  entered  into  the  judgment-hall,  proceeded  iVith  the  trial,  samng 
unto  Jesus,  Art  thou  the  king  of  the  Jews  ?  And  again.  What  hast  mow 
done  ?  Jesus  answered.  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  A  brief  ac¬ 
count  of  this  trial  before  Pilate,  is'  contained  in  Matthew,  Mark  and 
lAke,  but  the  reply  of  our  Saviour,  just  quoted,  is  found  only  in  the 
Gospel  according  to  John.  We  do  not  however,  on  that  account,  feel 
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iaclined  or  authorized,  to  declare  this  quotation,  to  be  of  questionable 
authority.  But  we  are '  much  more  strongly  inclined  to  regard  it,  as 
another  striking  instance,  in  which  the  gospel  of  John  is  enriched  with 
the  most  interesting  and  important  information.  The  reply  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  commends  itself,  especially  to  the  disciples  of  Christ,  as  being  ' 
of  the  highest  importance.  It  is  in  a  peculiar  sense  our  Saviour’s  cnvn 
language,  and  as  such  to  be  received  with  the  most  implicit  confidence  ; 

■  whilst  at  the  same  time,  we  are  naturally  invited  to  contemplate  those 
collatteral  evidences  or  circumstances,  which  may  serve  very  much  to 
confirm  our  belief  in  such  a  declaration.  Jesus  answered,  My  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world.  We  shall  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  our  design, 
proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  consider  some  of  those  properties  peculiar 
to  the  kingdom  of  Jesus,  which  serve  to  shew  that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world  ;  and  then,  in  the  second  place,  consider  some  of  those  properties 
possessed  by  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  which  also  serve  the  same  great 
purpose. 

L  Some  of  the  properties  peculiar  to  the  kingdom  of  Jesus. 

1.  The  kingdom  of  Jesus  is  a  spiritual  kingdom.  This  will  be  evi¬ 
dent  if  we  only  contemplate  for  a  moment,  the  person,  character,  and 
designs,  of  its  king,  and  the  nature  of  those  laws  which  he  enacts  and  ex¬ 
ecutes.  This  king  is  Vi  divine  person,  and  of  heavenly  extraction; 
whereas  the  kings  of  the  earth,  notwithstanding  any  superstitious  ven¬ 
eration  they  may^have  received,  are  all  of  earthly  origin,  and  not  un- 
frequently  of  very  interior  note.  These  kings  are  sometimes  usurpers, 
and  not  unfrequently  owe  their  elevation  to  the  corrupt  will  of  their 
fellow  beings.  In  the  course  of  the  trial,  to  which  we  have  just  allu¬ 
ded,  Pilate  understood  that  Jesus  avowed  himself  to  be  a  king,  but  be 
perceived  nothing  like  an  intention  or  effort  on  the  part  of  Jesus,  to 
usurp  the  throne  of  the  Caesars,  and  he  was  therefore  led  to  declare 
himself  innocent  of  Christ’s  blood.  .  The  king  Messiah  is  a  delegated 
monarch.  He  neither  assumes  of  himself,  itor  usurps  the  throne  which 
he  occupies.  I  set  my  king,  saith  the  Lord,  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion. 
The  spotless  purity  and  perfect  rectitude  of  the  life  and  character  of 
the  king  Messiah,  give  him  a  vast,  nay,  infinite  ■  ascendency  above  the 
wisest  and  the  best  of  earthly  monarchs.  The  best  of  earthly  kings 
are  frail  and  imperfect,  and  not  unfrequently  degraded  in  the  eyes  of 
the  virtuous,  by  some  notorious  sin.  He  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guiU 
found  in  his  mouth.  Had  Christ  been  a  mere  man,  and  of  mere  earthly 
extraction,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  (admitting  man’s  apostacy) 
that  be  would  not,  and  could  not,  hare  been  entirely  sinless.  But  that 
which  serves  more  clearly  to  distinguish  the  king  Messiah  from  earthly 
monarchs,  and  prove  his  kingdom  to  be  spiritstal,  is  a  consideration  of 
the  great  primary  design  which  he  contemplates  and  prosecutes,  Ae 
means  and  instruments  which  he  employs,  and  .the  laws  which  he  en¬ 
acts  and  executes.  His  great  des^n  is,  in  a  word,  the  complete  deli¬ 
verance  from  sin  and  death,  and  the  everlasting  and  perfect  hapjMoess, 
of  a  rebellious  world.  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  the 
means  and  instruments  employed,  and  the  iam  enacted,  are  wholly  pe¬ 
culiar,  and  spirknal,  and'such  as  easkhly  monarchs  treat  with  contempt, 
as  being  illy  suited  to  promote  the  establishment  or  aggrandizement  of 
earthly  kicij^oms,  although  in  fact  they  are  made  the  power  and  the 
wisdom  of  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds,  and  to  the  estab- 
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lishment  and  prosperity  of  a  more  glorious  kingdom.  Earthly  kings 
pursue  DO  objects,  but  such  as  time  and  observation  fully  shew  to  be 
temporary  and  fluctuating,  and  unproductive  of  permaneat  good.  The 
ps^e.o(  history,  it  is  true,  tells  of  the  mighty  operations  which  have 
been  carried  on  for  the  extension  and  security  of  trade  and  commerce  ; 
for  the  acquisition  and  preservation  of  territory  ;  for  the  improvement 
of  arts  and  sciences,  and  other  internal  affairs  ;  in  a  word,  for  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  that  national  glory,  which  is  so  congenial  with  the  spirit  of 
the  world.  But  what  does  history  tell  os  of  another  kingdom — the 
kingdom  of  Jesus  ?  Does  it  not  tell  of  its  establishment  upon  the  thea 
tre  of  time  ;  and  of  its  wonderful  and  glorious  progress  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men,  by  means  and  instruments  apparently  insufiicient,  but  ap- ' 
pointed  by  infinite  wisdom,  and  rendered  gloriousdy  effectual.  History 
tells  os  how  different  the  laws  of  the  kin^om  of  Jesus  are,  from  human 
laws.  The  laws  of  Jesus  are  the  laws  of  infinite  wisdom,  and  conse¬ 
quently  they  are  perfect.  The  laws  of  men  are  the  laws  of  finite  and 
fallen  creatures,  and  consequently,  imperfect  and  mutable,  partaking 
necess^ily  of  the  nature  and  character  of  those  who  enact  them.  The 
laws  of  the  kin^om  of  Jesus  are  exceedingly  broad,  extending  to  all 
the  thoughts,  intents,  desires  and  purposes  of  the  heart.  Human  laws 
take  cognizance  only  of  overt  acts  or  external  .conduct ;  whereas  the 
laws  of  Jesus  take  cognizance  oi  all  the  motives  and  incentives  of  moral 
action.  Human  laws  are  calculated  only  to  secure  and  '  promote  the 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  human  society.  Divine  laws  are  designed 
and  calculated  to  secure  and  promote,  not  only  the  present,  but  the 
everlasting  happiness  of  countless  millions  of  immortal  spirits,  who  shall 
meet  and  mingle  in  the  glories  beyond  the  tomb,  when  time  and  civil 
society  and  civil  laws  shall  be  no  more. 

2.  The- kingdom  ot  Jesus  is  a  peaceful  kingdom.  According  to  histo¬ 
ry  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  are  rarely,  if  ever,  free  from  commotion 
within,  or  war  without.  A  ,time  of  comparative  peace  has  ever  been 
.  the  time  to  prepare  for  war.  Earthly  kings  are  ambitious,  vain-glori¬ 
ous,  and  jealous.  The  restless  ambition,  jealousy  and  rivalsbipof 
earthly  princes,  have  kept  the  world  in  a  constant  fluctuation  and  fer¬ 
ment,  ever  since  the  fall.  Nations  as  well  as  individuals,  are  jealous 
oi  every  the  least  infringement  of  their  rights  or  possessions,  and  whilst 
the  former  hasten  to  plunge  into  long  and  bloody  wars,  the  latter  enter 
greedily  into  long,  expensive  and  troublesome  litigations,  to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  and  destruction  ^  whole  societies.  It  would  be  superfluous  to 
point  out  the  various  methods  in  which  one  individual  disturbs  the  peace 
of  another,  and  contributes  to  render  civil  society  a  scene  of  constant 
fluctuation  and  conflict.  There  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to.  the  wicked. 
But  in  the  kingdom  o£  Jesus  is  perpetual-  peace.  This  kingdom  is 
founded  in  perfect,  and  everlastii^  peace  between  God  and  man,  and  be¬ 
tween  man  and  man.  Wars,  and  fightings,  and  broils  cannot  possibly 
originate  in  the  hearts  or  lives  of  Christ’s  loyal  subjects,  and  be  prose¬ 
cuted  within  the  kingdom  of  Jesus.  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  says  the 
blessed  Saviour,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  ;  not  as  the  world  giveth, 
give  I  unto  you.  There  may  be  4chans  within,  and  there  will  be 
enemies  without,  who  will  endeavour  to  disturb  the  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  church.  But  they  can  no  more  divest  the  church  her 
Saviour’s  legacy,  than  they  can  demolish  her  glorious  hopes.  They 
may  succeed  in  curtailing  her  external  privileges ;  but  further  than 
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that  they  cannot  go.  For  the  preservation  of  these  privileges  the 
church  employs*  and  can  employ  none  but  spiritual  weapons.  The  wea¬ 
pons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal.  Nothing  could  be  more  inconsis^ 
tent  with  Christianity,  than  for  one  church  to  jvage  war  with  another, 
or  for  the  subjects  of  Christ’s  kingdom  as  such,  to  wage  war  with  the 
subjects  of  any  earthly  kingdom.  The  subjects  of  Christ’s  kingdom, 
insomuch  as  they  are  the  subjects  of  human  government,  may  be  justly 
engaged  in  defensive  war,  or  that  war  which  is  necessarily  carried  on 
for  the  security  and  preservation  of  the  rights  and  possessions  of  bu* 
mao  government.  It  is  indeed  their  misfortune  to  be  so  situated,  and 
thus  to  be  required  to  6ght,  but  it  is  not,-  as  some  suppose,  contrary  to 
the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  or  a  departure  from  its  spirit.  If  my  king¬ 
dom  were  of  this  world,  says  our  Saviour,  then  would  my  servants  fight, 
that  I  should  not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews.  Should  they  fight  in  this 
case,  which  is  a  peculiar  one,  they  would  not  be  actuated  by  the  spirit 
and  temper  of  the  world.  And  this  would  not  be  an  instance  in  which 
a  war  was  waged  immediately  by  the  church  upon  her  enemies,  con* 
trary  to  the  will  of  God,  and  in  the  use  of  carnal  weapons.  The  case 
in  which  we  have  supposed  the  servants  of  Jesus  may  fight,  is  a  case  of 
necessity,  arising  from  their  connexion  with  civil  government.  It  is 
only  in  a  war,  originating  solely  in  that  government.  But  notwithstand¬ 
ing  some  of  the  servants  of  Jesus,  may  thus  lawfully  be  engaged  in  ci¬ 
vil  contests,  yet  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  itself  is,  and  always'  will  be  a 
peaceful  kingdom.  Those  very  servants  of  Jesus,  who  have  thus  ne¬ 
cessarily  become  soldiers  in  the  wars  of  the  earth,  may  at  the  same 
time,  nay,  most  be  good  soldiers  of  the  cross,  enjoying  internal  peace 
and  the  comforts  of  the  omnipresent  spirit,  and  displaying  the  olive 
branch  in  the  midst  of  war  and  bloodshed.  Although  outwardly  the 
church  may  feel  the  iron  rod  of  oppression,  yet,  within  she  will  expe¬ 
rience  no  influence  but  that  of  the  mild  sceptre  of  her  king.  Her  sub¬ 
jects,  as  it  respects  their  internal  enjoyment,  are  secure  against  all  the 
attacks  of  heretics,  sectarians  or  the  powers  of  darkness.  Her  real  in¬ 
ternal  peace  is  secure  and  everlasting,  and  in  this  respect  she  difiers 
materially  from  the  kingdoms  of  this  world.  A  crooked  and  deceitful 
policy  marks  the  entire  course  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world — a  policy 
wholly  incompatible  with  that  law  of  universal  love,  by  which  the 
kingdom  of  Jesus  is  ruled.  This  policy  justifies  a  variety  of  intrigue- 
and  clandestine  methods  of  annoying  other  kin^oms.  it  will  con¬ 
nive  at,  if  not  openly  sanction,  the  base  and  murderous  practice  of  pri¬ 
vateering,  on  the  highway  of  nations.  It  maintains  a  hoi^e  of  spies  and 
inquisitors,  who,  though  apparently  indulged  in  idleness,  are  plotting 
the  ruin  of  individuals,  cities,  and  nations.  Not  so  the  king  Messiah. 
He  seeks  and  gains  no  accession  of  strength  or  numbers  by  undue  meth¬ 
ods,  crooked  and  clandestine  measures,  and  unsanctified  means  and 
operations.  He  adopts  none  of  the  compulsory,  warlike  and  imposing 
measures  of  the  false  prophet  of  Mecca,  dr  the  mercenary,  oppressive, 
and  inquisitorial  practices  of  the  Romish  power.  He  employs  none 
of  that  variety  of  means  and  policy  of  enslaving  the  consciences,  and 
paving  the  way  to  the  ruin  of  multitudes,  which  distinguishes  the  order  of 
Jesuits.  Christianity  constrains  no  one  to  obedience,  but  by  love.  She 
leaves  every  one  free  to  choose  or  to  refuse.  Her  policy  is  open,  in¬ 
genuous,  and  godlike  ;  a  policy  that  seeks  and  provides  for  nothing  but  the 
real  happiness  of  enemies,  as  well  as  friends.  Her  law  is  the  law  of  uni- 
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versal  love  and  kindness.  She  asks  for  no  obedience  but  that  which  is 


cheerful  and  voluntary.  She  makes  no  unjust  exactions,  prosecutes 
no  unwarrantable  prohibitions,  and  sets  up  no  unbecoming  distinctions. 
The  interests  of  the  poor  and  mean  man,  are  as  dear  to  her,  as  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  rich  and  noble.  She  wields  no  iron  rod  of  oppression. 
Her  sceptre  is  a  mild  sceptre.  Justice  shines  conspicuous  in  all  her 
movements,  but  it  is  justice  tempered  with  mercy.  Whensoever  she 
punishes  and  chastises,  it  is  always  in  live,  and  parental  kindness. 

3.  The  kingdom  of  Jesus  is  an  everlasting  kingdom. 

Tlie  kingdoms  of  this  world  rise  and  fill,  and  become  extinct,  and 
almost  obliterated  from  the  memory  of  man.  Their  kings  are  morhil. 
They*figure  upon  the  stage  awhile,  successfully  or  unsuccessfully,  and 
strait  are  seen  no  more.  Not  so  the  kingdom  of  Jesus.  This  king¬ 
dom  has  from  the  beginning  been  a  prosperous  kingdom.  It  has  suf¬ 
fered,  and  still  sufl'ers  no  decay.  It  is  indeed  constituted  of  spiritual 
and  imperishable  materials.  Its  king  is  immortal.  He  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance  in  humanity  \i  is  true,  but  he  was  clothed  with  divinity.  He 
is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  and  his  kingdom  is  'indeed  commen¬ 
surate  with  his  own  duration.  Had  we  no  other  ground  of  belief  that 
this  kingdom  will  be  perpetuated,  and  finally  consummated  in  glory,  we 
might  derive  a  full  belief  of  it,  from  the  shocks  and  tempests  which  it 
has  already  endured,  in  different  stages  of  its  progress,  and  which  it 
has  rode  out  in  perfect  peace  ^nd  safety.  Gog.and  Magog  can  scarcely, 
at  any  future  time,  put  this  kingdom  to  a  severer  trial,  than  it  has  al¬ 
ready  endured.  Its  king  is  a  victorious  king.  He  rides  forth  con¬ 
quering  and  to  conquer.  All  enemies,  and  finally  the  last  enemy  death, 
shall  be  subdued  and  put  under  his  feet.  His  kingdom  is  as  dear  as  the 
apple  of  his  eye,  and  tlie  gates  of  hell  shall  never  prevail  against  it. 
And  what  is  remarkable,  the  reign  of  this  king  is  distinguished,  by  that 
peculiarly  divine  economy,  that  reaches  and  preserves  the  meanest,  as 
well  as  noblest  of  his  subjects.  Said  Christ,  This  is  the  Father^ s  will 
which  hath  sent  me,  that  of  all  which  h^  hath  given  me  I  should  lose  noth¬ 
ing.  The  economy  of  earthly  kings  is  extremely  imperfect,  und  never 
such  as  to  insure  the  perpetuity  of  their  kingdoms.  Splendid,  indeed, 
is  the  court  of  the  king  Messiah,  but  far  different  from  the  pomp  and 
show,  and  vain  glory,  and  useless  expenditure  of  the  kingdoms  and 
kings  of  the  earth.  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon,  saw  in  his 
dream,  and  behold  a  great  image,  and  the  toes  of  the  feet  were  part  of 
iron  and  part  of  clay,  so  the  kingdom,  said  Daniel,  shall  be  partly  strong 
and  partly  broken.  And  whereas  thou  sawest  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay^ 
they  shall  mingle  themselves  with  the  seed  of  men.  And  in  the  days  of 
these  kings  shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall  never  be 
destroyed,  and  the  kingdom  shall  not  be  left  to  other  people,  but  it  shall 
break  in  pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms,  and  it  shall  stand  for¬ 
ever. 

(To  be  concluded.) 
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NEW  DENOMINATION. 

There  have  been,  in  ijl  ages,  different  denominations  of  religionists. 
We  have  long  been  accustomed  to  hear  of  Calvinists,  and  Arminians, 
and  Antinomians,  and  Unitarians,  and  Universalists,  and  a  great  varie¬ 
ty  of  other  names,  intended  to  designate  those  who  embrace  schemes 
of  religion  differing  more  or  less  from  each  other.  And  we  have  heard 
of  jYothingarians,  who  are  supposed  to  embrace  no  religious  system 
whatever.  But  there  is  a  class  ot  men,  who  are  becoming  very  nu¬ 
merous  at  the  present  day,  who  have,  I  think,  no  appropriate  designa¬ 
tion.  They  are  not_,  indeed,  found  by  themselves,  as  a  distinct  com¬ 
munity,  but  are  intermingled  with  other  communities.  Their  princi¬ 
ples,  however,  and  their,  practices,  are  such  as  clearly  entitle  them  to 
a  distinct  name.  And  their  being  intermingled  with  other  comunities  is 
no  objection  to  this.  For  we  hear  of  Calvinistic  Episcopalians,  Calvin- 
istic  Presbyterians,  Calvinistic  Congregationalists,  Calvinistic  Baptists, 
and  so  also  of  Arminian  Episcopalians,  Arminian  Presbyterians,  Armin- 
ian  Congregationalists,  and  Arminian  Baptists/  It  is  a  great  conven¬ 
ience  to  have  a  name,  if  one  can  be  found  sufficiently  expressive  of  the 
thing,  since  it  saves  much  circumlocution.  And  no  one  is  ever  asham¬ 
ed  of  his  name,  unless  he  is  ashamed  of  the  thing  which  that  name  ex¬ 
presses.  And  as  this  class,  of  which  I  am  speaking,  are  already  very 
numerous,  and  are  rapidly  extending  their  influence,  and  bid  fair  I 
think,  to  be  the  prevailing  denomination,  which,  at  no  disljant  day,  may 
swallow  up  all' others,  I  think  it  is  high  time  they  had  a  distinct  name. 
And  as  no  term  occurs  to  me  more  expressive  of  their  true  character,  , 
or  more  descriptive  of  their  principles  and  practice,  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  proposing,  until  some  better  name  is  suggested,  that  they  bo 
called  Anythingafians, 

In  the  early  part  of  my  life  I  met  occasionally  with  some  of  this  class, 
and  not  fully  understanding  their,  principles,  I  sometimes  wondered  at 
their  conversation  and  conduct.  But  further  acquaintance  with  men 
and  things  has  explained  it  all.  I  once  resided  for  a  considerable  time 
in  a  populous  place,  where  there  were  several  churches',  the  ministers 
of  which  frequently  interchanged  their  labours,  and  where  also  travel¬ 
ling  preachers  frequently  stopped  and  spent  a  sabbath.  Of  course, 
there  was  a  great  variety  in  the  preaching,  both  as  to  style,  manner, 
and  talent,'  and  as  to  the  sentiments  which  were  inculcated.  .  A 
certain  class,  of  hearers,  however,  were  always  pleased.  Let  the 
preacher  be  whom  he  might,  if  he  only  spoke  fluently  and  gracefully, 
and  let  the  sentiments  of  his  discourse  be  what  they  might,  this  class  of 
hearers  were  always  gratified.  I  could  never  come  out  of  the  place  of 
worship,  and  walk  the  length  of  a  street  in  their  company,  without 
hearing  them  exclaim,  What'  an  excellent  sermon  !  What  a  fine 
preacher  !”  And  I  often  had  to  cross  the  street,  or  hurry  along  with  a 
haste  scarcely  decent,  to  avoid  the  usual  interrogatory,  “  Don’t  you 
think  it  was  an  excellent  sermon  ?”  This  class  of  people,  I  conclude 
were  Anythingarians,  ' 

Happening  once  in  a  strange  place,  I  inquired  something  about  their 
preacher,  and  the  reply  was,  **  Oh,  he  is  one  of  the  best  of  preachers  ; 
every  body  is  pleased  with  him.  Before  he  came  among  us  there  were 
many  different  parties,  each  having  their  own  peculiar  views,  and 
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keeping  up  separate  meetings  :  Now,  all  are  united.  Calvinists  and 
Arminians,  l^resbytcrians  and  Epi8copaIiar>s,  Baptists  and  Methodists, 
and  (Quakers,  all  go  to  hear  him,  and  all  are  equally  well  pleased  ;  and 
the  congregation  increases  rapidly.”  I  thought  he  must  be  a  rare  kind 
of  character  to  be  entitled  to  such  a  commendation  as  this.  But  a  few 
more  year’s  acquaintance  with  the  world  has  corrected  my  error,  and 
convinced  me  that  this. character  is  not  so  rare  as  1  then  imagined.  It  is 
not  yet,  however,  qWite  clear  to  my  mind  whether  he  was  an  Anything* 
arian  or  a  Nothingarian,  though  my  opinion  inclines  to  the  former. 
Most  of  his  hearers  were  without  doubt,  Anythingarians. 

I  have  known  some  men  of  such  a  happy  versatility  of  genius,  that 
they  could  so  accommodate  themselves  to  those  with  whom  they  hap¬ 
pened  to  be,  and  so  enter  into  all  their  views  and  feelings,  as  to  seem, 
for  the  time  to  be  just  like  them.  Like  the  chanieleon,  they  always 
assumed  the  colour  of  those  objects  to  which  they  were  nearest.  With 
Calvinists,  they  would  seem  to  talk  in  favor  of  the  doctrines  of  grace  , 
and  with  Arminians,  they  would* seem  to  be  opposed  to, those  doctrines, 
and  in  favor  of  the  opposite  views.  With  Episcopalians,  they  would 
speak  well  of  the  -churph,  and  seem  to  have  no  aversion  to  fqrms  of 
prayer,  and  confirmation,  and  ordination  by  Bishops.  With  Presby¬ 
terians,  they  would  seem  to  prefer  the  Presbyterian  order  and  gov¬ 
ernment  ;  and  with  Congregationalists,  they  would  seem  to,  be  well 
pleased  with  their  system.  With  Baptists,  they  would  express  a  high 
opinion  of  the  purity  and  orthodoxy  of  their  churches,  seem  almost 
willing  to  go  into  the  water,  and  appear  to  approve  of  every  thing  but 
their  close  communion,  and  not  blame  them  for  that.  With  Methodists, 
they  would  talk  fluently  of  their  good  feelings,  exhort  in  their  meet¬ 
ings,  say  amen  to  their  prayers,  encourage  women  to  speak  in  public, 
and  exhort  awakened  sinners  to  press  forward.  With  Quakers,  they 
would  say  thee  and  tAou,  and  talk  of  the  light  within.  And  with  all, 
they  would  expatiate  on  the  evils  of  a  sectarian  spirit,  and  enlarge  in 
the  praises  pf  charity  and  liberal  sentiments  in  religion.  I  have  been 
sometimes  greatly  puzzled  to  account  for  such  apparent  changes,  from 
one  thing  Jp  its  opposite,  made  in  so  short  a  time|  and  with  so  much 
facility.  /Uut  I  think  1  have  found  out  the  secret.  These  men  were 
Anyttuhgarians. 

Besides  the  foregoing  traits  of  character,  which  distinguish  those  of 
this  denomination,  I  have  taken  notice  of  some  others  which  I  will 
mention. 

W^ben  a  man,  in  all  companies,  abounds  in  religious  small  talk,  but 
carefully  avoids  saying  any  thing  that  has  much  point,  or  is  very  deci¬ 
ded  any  way,  I  set  him  down  as  an  Anythingarian. 

When  a  man  professes  to  think  well  of  two  opposite  schemes  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  declares  that  he  'likes  them  both,  and  sees  no  important 
diflerence  between  them ;  or  when  two  books,  written  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  same  question,  are  presented  to  him,  and  after  examina¬ 
tion  he  declares  that  he  admires  them  both,  and  thinks  they  are  equally 
good ;  I  set  him  down  as  an  Anythinarian. 

When  a  man  acknowledges  the  truth  as  the  instrument  of  the  con- 
versioit  and  sanctification  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  embraces  in  hit 
fellowship  those  who  understandingly  hate  and  oppose  the  truth,  1  set 
him  down  as  an  Anythingarian. 

When  a  man  professes  to  believe  that  holineiis  consists  in  disinterest* 
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ed  benevolence,  and  that  every  selfish  eiperience  is  a  false  experi¬ 
ence,  and  yet  embraces  in  his-  fellowship  those  who  openly  avow  that 
their  religion  is  wholly  selfish,  and  those  who  pnblicly  ridicule  the  idea 
of  disinterested  benevolence  as  chimerical  and  impossible,  I  set  him 
down  as  an  Anythingarian. 

When  two  men  of  opposite  principles  go  and  cviverse  with  a  third 
person  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  bis  principles  are,  and  each 
comes  away  with  the  impression  that  he  agrees  with  him,  I  set  down 
that  third  person  as  an  Anythingarian. 

When  a  man  professes  to  believe  the  doctrines  of  the  bible  to  be 
true,  and  acknowledges  that  they  are  plainly  and  abundantly  taught  in 
the  scriptures,  and  at  the  same  time  considers  the  preaching  of  them 
as  unprofitable  and  useless,  if  not  positively  injurious,  and  so  conver¬ 
ses  with  the  opposers  of  those  doctrines  that  they  consider  him  as 
much  opposed  as  they  are,  I  set  down  that  man  as  an  Anythingarian. 

When  a  man  professes  to  believe  the  doctrines  of  the  bible  to  be 
true,  and  declares  that  he  is  willing  to  have  them  preached,  but  is  al¬ 
ways  in  a  tremor  when  he  hears  any  of  them  mentioned  from  the  pul¬ 
pit,  for  fear  they  should  be  carried  too  far  ^  I  set  him  down  as  an  Any 
tbingarian. 

When  a  man  professes  to  believe  the  doctrines  of  the  bible  to  be 
true,  and  declares  that  he  understands  them,  and  is  edified  with  them, 
but  is  afraid  of  having  them  preached,  lest  other  people  should  not  un¬ 
derstand  them  and  be  edified,  I  set  him  down  as  an  Anythingarian. 

When  a  man  flatters  me  to  my  face,  and  speaks  highly  of  me  to  my 
particular  friends,  but  talks  against  me  to  my  enemies,  and  elsewhere 
throws  out  sly  hints  to  my  disadvantage,  1  set  him  down  as  an  Any- 
thingaiian. 

When  a  man  tells  me  that  he  agrees  with  me  in  iny  opinions,  and 
admires  my  method  of  stating  and  vindicating  them,  and  wishes  he  was 
only  able  to  do  it  as  well,  and  at  the  same  time  is  very  intimate  with 
those  who  oppose  my  principles,  and  encourages  all  their  efforts  to 
bring  those  principles  into  disrepute,  I  set  down  that  man  as  an  Any- 
tbingarian. 

When  a  church  has  a  confession  of  faith,  and  require  all  whom  they 
receieve  as  members  to  give  their  public  assent  to  it,  and  at  the  same 
time  do  not  carefully  examine  applicants  to  know  whether  they  under¬ 
stand  and  believe  the  doctrines  contained  in  that  confession,  or  know¬ 
ingly  receive  such  as  do  not  believe  those  doctrines,  or  retain,  without 
any  effort  at  discipline,  those  members  who  openly  oppose  the  doc¬ 
trines  to  which  they  have  solemnly  assented,  I  set  down  that  church  as 
a  body  of  Anythingarians. 

When  a  church  has  a  covenant,  by  which  all  the  members  have 
solemnly  bound  themselves  to  walk  with  that  church  in  all  the  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  the  gospel,  and  yet  suffer  their  members  to  walk  away  whenever 
and  wherever  they  please,  I  think  that  church  must  be  deeply  tinc^r- 
ed  with  Anytbingarianism. 

1  might  mention  other  treats,  which  distinguish  this  denomination 
from  all  others,  and  ^ve  them  a  claim  to  a  distinct  title ;  but  these  few 
hints  will  enable  every  reader  to  supply  others  from  his  own  observa- 
tibn.  And  I  intended  to  say  something  of  the  great  advantages  of  be- 
1  onging  to  this  denomination  ;  in  which,  however,  I  most  be  Iwief. 

As  1  have  observed  already,  I  think  this  denomination  bids  fair  to  be 
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the  prevailing  denomination,  and  to  swallow  up  all  others.  And  every 
one  must  be  sensible  of  the  great  advantage  of  belonging  to  that  denom¬ 
ination  which  is  the  most  numerous  and  powerful,  and  has  the  most  ex¬ 
tended  influence.  If  a  man  belongs  to  a  small  body,  he  might  almost  as 
well  stand  alone.  He  cannot  derive  much  help  from  his  associates, 
and,  whatever  his  talents  may  be,  he  is  easily  borne  down  by  the  re¬ 
sistless  current  of  popular  opinion.  He  cannot  hope  to  gain  any  distin¬ 
guished  elevation  in  the  world,  and  must  be  content  to  live  and  die  in 
obscurity.  But  if  he  belongs  to  a  great  body,  of  extensive  power  and 
influence,  he  can  hope,  through  Aheir  assistance,  to  rise  to  eminence. 
And  all  the  power  and  influence  and  character  of  that  body  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  in  some  sense  his  own,  since  he  is  one  of  them.  And  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  he  is  zealously  devoted  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  that 
.body,  he  may  expect  they  will  have  an  eye  to  his  honor  and  interest 
and  as  he  contributes  to  the  advancement  of  his  associates,  he  may  ex¬ 
pect  them  also  to  contribute  to  his.  .Every  one  must  see,  therefore, 
.the  great  advantage  of  belonging  to  this  denomination,  as  it  regards  his 
prospects  of  rising  in  the  world. 

The  private  professor,  who  adopts  Any thiugarian  sentiments,  posses¬ 
ses  one  great  advantage  over  those  of  any  other  denomination.  He  can 
more  easily  establish  and  maintain  the  reputation  of  uncommon  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  piety  ;  and  especially  with  those  whose  acquaintance  with 
him  is  but  superficial.  By  making  this  his  object,  and  keeping  it  stea¬ 
dily  in  view,  and  becoming  “  all  things  to  all  men,”  in  the  sense  and  to 
the  extent  which  his  principles  teach  ;  by  abounding  in  religions  small 
talk,  and  being  careful  in  mixed  companies  to  say  nothing  of  a  decided 
character  ;  by  studying  the  principles  and  feelings  of  those  with  whom 
he  converses,  and  carefully  accommodating  himself  to  their  views  and 
prejudices,  so  as  to  make  them  pleased  with  themselves,  and  think  he 
is  pleased  with  them  ;  by  appearing  to  agree  with  them  in  those  things 
which  they  regard  as  most  important,  and  not  very  strenuous  in  those 
things  in  which  he  differs  from  them  ;  by  appearing  to  embrace 
them  cordially  in'  his  fellowship,  and  to  think  quite  as  favorably  of  their 
religious  character  and  sentiments  as  of  his  own  ;  by  pursuing  this  meth¬ 
od,  be  may  render  himself  very  agreeable  to  all  sorts  of  people,  and 
g^in  the  reputation  of  having  an  uncommon  share  of  good  feeling,  and 
of  being  an  eminent  example  of  piety,  charity  and  Catholicism.  And  if 
any  whose  acqumntance  is  more  intimate,  should  ever  surest  a  doubt 
whether  he  is  not  the  best  man  in  the  world,  it  will  be  at  once  inter¬ 
preted  to  the  disadvantage  of  him  who  makes  the  suggestion,  and  it 
would  be  better  for  him  to  hold  his  peace,  or  join  in  the  general  com- 
'  mend»tioD. 

The  minister  who  adopts  Anythingarian  sentiments,  will  find  it  much 
easier  to  get  along  in  the  world.  If  he  has  only  common  talents,  he  can 
soon  become  a  great  man.  If  be  becomes  “  all  things  to  all  men,”  in 
'  the  sense  which  these  sentiments  teach,  he  must  needs  be  very  popu¬ 
lar.  And  as  to  his  preaching,  that,  of  course,  will  be  accommodated  to 
the  taste  of  his  hearers.  If  they  are  Anythingarians  too,  it  will  be  very 
easy  te  please  them.  And  if  it  should  happen  that  a  part  of  them  are 
decided  and  rigid  in  their  adherence  to  orthodox  sentiments,  he  can  so 
temper  his  discourses  as  to  introduce  many  orthodox  terms,  which  will 
nutke  thtn  think  he  is  correct  in  his  sentiments  ;  and  in  private  he  can 
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so  converse  with  them  as  to  rentier  that  impression  deeper  ;  while,  by 
only  introdncing  orthodox  terms,  and  never  explaining  them,  or  if  he 
should  think  some  professed  explanations'  necessary,  by  giving  very 
general  ones,  which  every  hearer  may  interpret  according  to  his  owe 
views,  he  will  never  offend  those  who  are  not  orthodox.  They  will 
even  be  quite  willing  to  hear  the  orthodox  doctrines  so  preached.  In 
this  maoDer  he  will  gain  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  classes,,  and 
thus  secure  to  himself  a  good  name  for  keeping  people  together  and 
building  up  society  ;  and  what  is  of  some  consequence  too,  he  will  se* 
cure  a  comfortable  support  to  himself  and  family,  and  not  be  exposed, 
as  the  rigidly  orthodox  minister  frequently  is,  to  be  driven  about  from 
place  to  place,  an  object  of  pity  and  scorn.  And  if  the  young  preach- 
er  who  adopts  Anythingarian  sentiments  does  not  readily  find  a  good 
vacancy  in  which  to  settle  himself  comfortably,  perhaps,  by  putting  his 
sentiments  in  practice,  he  can  make  one.  Let  him  look  out  for  some 
place  which  has  an  older  minister  of  orthodox  sentiments,  and  where 
there  is  some  religious  excitement.  He  can  easily  get  recommended 
as  a  useful  assistant  at  such  a  time.  And  when  he  is  introduced,  as  he 
can  scarcely  fail  of  being,  let  him  visit  from  house  to  house,  and  .  attend 
meetings,  with  great  diligence  and  zeal.  Let  him  carefully  study  the 
views  and  feelings  of  the  various  sorts  of  people,  and  accommodate 
himself  to  every  one,  according  to  the  distinguishing  principles  of  bis 
sect.  Let  him  now  and  then  drop  a  hint,  where  be  thinks  it  will  do, 
that  he  is  better  acquainted  with  the  management  of  a  revival  than 
their  minister  is  \  and  let  him  often  tell  in, public,  how  tnai^  revivals  he 
has  seen,  and  how  well  he  understands  them.  Let  him  direct  all  his 
efforts  to  produces  general  excitement  of  feeling,  and.  to.  raise  it  to  the 
highest  pitch  ;  and  just  at  this  crisis,  let  him  privately  urge  the  minis¬ 
ter  to  preach  the  doctrine  of' election,  as  the  best  means  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  to  produce  a  powerful  effect,  and  greatly  promote  the  work  ; 
and  tell  him  how  it  has  been  done  to  great  advantage  by  this,  that, 
and  the  other  minister,  during  great  revivals  in  their  societies.  As  ‘an 
orthodox  man  he  may  be  very  probably  inclined  to  do  it ;  and  if  he 
should  not,  advantage  can  be  atterwards  taken  of  bis  neglecting  to  fol¬ 
low  this  good  advice.  But  if  he  should,  the  point  desired  will  most 
probably  be  gained.  A  violent  opposition  will  be  excited  on  the  part 
of  the  impenitent  whose  attention  is.  so  far  roused  as  to  make  them 
feel  and  hate  the  truth.  And  by  a  little  mans^ement  some  of  the 
church  members  may  probably  be  induced  to  join  in  that  opposition. 
Now  let  the  young  preacher,  in  conversation  with  all  such,  speak 
much  of  the  danger  of  having  that  doctrine  preached  at  such  a  time,  as 
being  likely  to  discourage  sinners,  grieve  the  Spirit,  and  stop  the  re¬ 
vival  ;  and  let  him  lament  that  the  minister  should  be  so  imphident,  at 
such  a  critical  time,  and  express,  his  fears  that  the  revival  will  stop. 
By  the  opposition  and  confusion,  which  may  be  thus  created,  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  excitement  may  be  gr^tly  diminished,  and  finally 
cease,  and  the  minister  be  chafed  with  destroying  the  revival.  And 
it  is  quite  likely  that  all  this  may  occasion  his  dismission,  and  make  way 
for  the  settlement  of  the  young  man  in  his  place.  Or  if  he  shoold 
happen  to  get  so  far  involved  in  the  difficulty  as  to  have  no  prospect  of 
obtaining  the  place  for  himself,  he  may  obtain  it  for  some  friend,  who. 
has  been  doing  the  same  good  turn  for  him  elsewhere. 

In  short,  the  advantages  to  be  obtaioed  by  adopting  Anythingaritti 
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On  the  multiplication  of  Literary  Inetitutiom. 

Bentitn'ents  are  so  many  and  so  great,  and  at  the  same  time  so  obvious 
to  persons  of  any  acquaintance  with  the  world,  that  there  cannot  re-> 
main  a  doubt,  I  should  think,  but  that  this  denomination  must  increase, 
and  be  the  prevailing  denomination.  And  young  men  who  wish  to 
rise  in  the  world  must  make  up  their  minds  to  join  it,  or  give  up  their 
hopes  of  distinction,  and  be  content  to  live  and  die  in  obscurity. 

D.  D. 


6n  the  multiplication  of  literary  institutions. 

The  multiplication  of  Literary  Institutions  is  dreaded  by  some,  as 
being,  in  their  view,  unfavorable  to  the  substantial  progress  of  our  na¬ 
tional  literature.  But  for  ourselves  we  can  say,  that  it  seems  to  us  no 
inauspicious  omen.  We  hail  it  as  the  token  of  a  spirit  in  this  commu¬ 
nity  that  will  not  rest,  till  it  has  brought  within  the  reach  of  every  en¬ 
terprising  youth  the  means  of  a  liberal  education.  We  see  in  it  the 
process  by' which  the  standard  of  education  is  to  be  raised  to  its  maxi¬ 
mum,  while  the  expenses  of  education  are  to  be  brought  down  to  their 
minimum, — a  process  as  simple  as  it  is  rapid,  and  involving  only  the 
well  known  principle  that  competition  always  leads  to  improvement. 
TThat  such  anticipations  are  not  visionary,  the  history  of  Literary  In¬ 
stitutions  in  our  country  abundantly  testifies.  While  the  number,  of 
Colleges  in  New  England  has  been  increasing,  the  advantages,  which 
they  have  individually  afforded  have  been  continually  rising  in  value 
and  diminishing  in  expense.  The  recent  experience  of  this  communi¬ 
ty,  and  the  facta  which  are  at  this  day  exposed  to  the  observation  of  ev¬ 
ery  individual,  may  serve  at  once  to  illustrate  and  to  prove  the  asser¬ 
tion,  that  if  a  new  institution  be  placed  where  it  becomes  in  any  sort  a 
rival  with  an  old  one,  the  friends  of  both  are  immediately  excited  to 
far  higher  exertions  than  could  have  been  otherwise  called  forth  in  be¬ 
half  of  either.  Students  must  be  obtained ;  and  to  secure  them,  each 
institution  must  aim  at  combining,  as  far  as  possible,  the  highest  ad¬ 
vantages  with  the  least  and  fewest  expenses.  This  principle  of  com¬ 
petition,  co-operating  with  the  spirit  which  has  been  diffused  over  the 
public  by  the  efforts  of  Education  Societies,  has  brought  about  in  sev¬ 
eral  of  our  Colleges  and  Academies,  within  a  few  years  past,  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  very  respectable  foundations  for  the  support  of  indigent 
students. — If  we  suppose  this  spirit  of  competition,  and  the  spirit  of 
improvement  which  it  begets,  to  operate  a  lew  years  longer ;  and  if 
we  suppose  at  the  same  time,  that  spirit  of  Christian  patriotism,  which 
has  been  inspired  by  the  efforts  of  this  and  kindred  Societies,  to  in¬ 
crease  in  power  and  in  the  extent  of  its  diffusion,  it  will  be  no  visiona¬ 
ry  expectation  to  anticipate  •  the  day,  when  it  shall  be  here  as  it  is  in 
Scotland,  where  every  man  of  common  industry,  where  even  a  poor 
widow,  by  a  little  extraordinary  exertion,  may  train  up  a  son  to  rank 
in  attaiiunents,  in  influence,  in  usefulness,  with  the  richest  and  proud¬ 
est  in  the  land.  And  when  such  privileges  of  education  shall  be  en¬ 
joyed  in  every  district  of  our  territory,  there  will  be  no  more  difficul- 
ty  ih  supplyiiy  a  well  instructed  ministry  for  all  our  population. 

jVtnIk  AnnwU  Report  of  Am,  Ed.  Soc, 
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LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  PLINY  FISK, 

,  '  MISSIONARY  IN  PALESTINE, 

To  one  of  the  Editors  of  the  ^ew~York  Observer. 

Beyrooty  June  10,  1824. 

my  dear  SIR,  - 

Though  I  am  removed  far  from  my  native  country,  yet  1  feel  a  live<> 
Iv  interest  in  the  accounts  1  receive  from  time  to  time,  of  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  there.  The  measures  that  are  adopted,  the  questions  that  are' 
agitated,  the  subjects  that  are  discussed,  all  interest  me,  and  often  the 
more  in  consequence  of  my  absence,  and  my  acquaintance  with  foreign¬ 
ers.  Reading  our  periodical  publications  with  men  of  other  countries, 
has  often  led  me  to  take  new  views  of  the  character,  customs,  govern¬ 
ment  and  religion  of  my  countrymen.  I  have  read  with  mingled  emo¬ 
tions  an  article  in  No.  16  of  your  paper,  extracted  from  the  Richmond 
Evangelical  and  Literary  Magazine,  on  the  intellectual  character  of 
our  clergy.  The  perusal  of  this  article  has  led  me  to  wish  that  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  such  importance  to  the  churches  at  home  and  to  missions 
abroad,  might  be  presented  to  the  public  in  a  different  light.  I  have 
neither  the  time  nor  the  ability  to  do,  what  1  wish  some  one  would  do 
in  this  respect.  But  1  wish  to  present  a  few  hints  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  yourself  and  your  readers. 

Need  I  say  that  nothing  is  farther  from  my  heart  than  the  wish  to 
diminish  the  efforts  that  are  making  to  improve  “  the  intellectual  char¬ 
acter  of  our  clergy  ?”  If  such  a  remark  be  necessary,  I  make  it  with 
the  utmost  sincerity.  But  1  could  wish-  that  the  impression  might  be 
made  more  fully  and  more  practically  on  the  minds  of  all  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  preparing  young  men  for  the  ministry,  that  it  is  eminent  ho- 
linesss  rather  than  highly  cultivated  intellect,  which  God  has  honoured 
and  still  honours  with  success  in  bis  service. 

It  is  said,  in  favour  of  teaching  young  men  literature  and  the  scien¬ 
ces  preparatory  to  the  ministry,  that  the  apostles  themselves  were 
trained,  three  years  at  least,  in  the  school  of  Christ,  before  they  re¬ 
ceived  their  last  commission.  True,  but  what  sort  of  training  was 
that?  What  did  they  learn  in  the  schopl  of  Christ?  grammar,  rheto¬ 
ric,  logic,  philo8op%,  mathematics',  aitronomy  or  the  fine  arts  ?  Was 
not  their  time  spent  rather  in  a  practical  study  of  religion,  in  learning 
humility,  self-denial  j  patience,  zeal,  faith  and  love,  in  learning  to  pray, 
and  preach  and  suffer  ?  What  does  this  prove  then,  if  not  that  moral, 
religious,  spiritual  culture,  training  and  discipline  are  the  proper  pre¬ 
paratives  for  the  Christian  ministry  ? 

The  same  thing  is  forcibly  taught  in  what  Paul  has  said  about  the 
qualifications  for  the  sacred  office  :  A  bishop  must  be  blameless,  the 
husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behaviour,  given  to  hos¬ 
pitality,  apt  to  teach,  not  given  to  wine,  no  striker,  not  greedy  of  filthy 
lucre  ;  but  patient,' not  a  brawler,  not  covetous,  not  a  novice,  not  self- 
willed,  not  soon  angry,  a  lover  of  good  men,  Sober,  just,  holy,  tempe¬ 
rate,  holding  fast  the  faithful  word,  .as  he  hath  been  taught,  that  he 
may  be  able,  by  sound  doctrine,  both  to  exhort  and  to  convince  the 
gainsay ers.*’  Now  what  impression  is  all  this  calculated  to  make  on 
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the  mind,  unless  it  be  this,  that  Paul’s  great  anxiety  was,  that  the  men 
who  were  introduced  into  the  ministry  should  be,  not  men  who  bad 
read  attentively  the  Greek  classics,  or  studied  the  different  philosoph- 
ical  systems  of  the  age,  or  become  acquainted  with  the  whole  circle 
of  human  leatning,  but  men  whose  hearts  had  been  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  whose  character  and  habits'had  been  formed  to  prac¬ 
tical  godliness  and  holy  living  ;  men  who  had  made  more  than  ordina¬ 
ry  attainments  in  Christian  experience,  and  were  thus  “  able  to’ com¬ 
fort  them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith  they 
themselves  are  comforted  of  God.”  Really  then  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  question,  when  we  contemplate  the  prospects  of  the  church, 
is  not,  how  many  well  educated  ministers  are  there  ?  but,  how  many 
evangelical  ministers  are  there  ?  Not  how  many  who  have  received 
the  honours  of  a  college,  but  how  many  who  have  received  the  spirit 
of  Christ  ?  Not  how  many  are  able  “  to  conduct  a  class  of  grammar 
boys  through  Caesar’s  Commentaries,”  or  through  Homer’s  Iliad,  but 
how  many  are  able  and  disposed  faithfully  to  w'arn  the  wicked,  guide 
the  inquiring  and  comfort  the  afflicted  % 

Permit  me  here  to  ask  whether  the  American  Education  Societies 
have  not,  in  this  respect,  fallen  into  a  dangerous  mistake  ?  In  estimat¬ 
ing  the  number  of  competent  ministers^  the  question  has  been  decided 
by  the  degree  of  education  and  intellectual  culture  possessed  by  the 
individual ;  and,  consequently,  Arminians  with  all  their  frigid  formali¬ 
ty,  and  Arians  and  Socinians  with  all  Iheir  infidelity,  have  been  enu¬ 
merated  as  competent  ministers,  while  many,  very  many  unlearned 
men  who  know  the  truth  as  it  in' Jesus,  and  preach  it  faithfully  and  suc¬ 
cessfully,  though  perhaps  awkwardly,  are  rejected  as  unworthy  to  be 
enumerated  among  the  ministers  of  Christ.  Would  Paul  have  made  a 
classification  of  ministers  on  this  principle  ?  Had  •  be  been  called  to 
make  a  classification  and  report  the  number  of  competent  ministers,  or 
to  examine  candidates  for  the  ministry,  what  questions  would  he  have 
asked  ?  “  Is  the  man  learned  ?”  or  “  Is  he  holy.”  “  Is  he  eloquent  ?” 
or  “  Is  he  blameless  ?”  “  Is  he  a  persevering  student  and  man  of  cul¬ 
tivated  taste  ?”  or  “  Does  he  hold  fast  the  faithful  word?”  “Has  he 
a  classical  style  ?”  or  “  I«  he  not.  greedy  of  filthy  lucre  ?” — “  Does 
he  know  Algebra  ?”  or  “  Is  he  a  lover  of  hospitality  ?”  “  Can  he  cal¬ 
culate  an  eclijlse  ?”  or  •“  Can  he  govern  his  own  house  well  ?”  If  an 
Education  Society  wishes  to  inform  the  public  how  many  ministers 
there  are  in  the  country,  who  have  had  a  liberal  education,  let  them 
do  so.  But  if  they  wish  to  let  the  public  know  how  many  ministers 
there  are  who  possess  the  essential  and  indispensable  qualifications  for 
the  work,  let  them  judge  of  characters  and  qualifications  by  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel.  Since  leaving  America  I  have  had 
frequent  opportunity  to  converse  with  English  Christians,  and  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  conversation  has  often  been  the  religious  prospects  of  our  re¬ 
spective  countries.  A  pious  churchman  tells  me  with  the  liveliest 
joy,  not  that  unprecedented  efforts  are  making  to  improve  the  intel¬ 
lectual  character  of  their  clergy,’  but  that  the  number  of  evangelical 
ministers  is  rapidly  increasing  both  in  the  established  church  and 
among  dissenters.  All  the  English  Christians  with  whom  1  have  con¬ 
versed,  have  made  their  classification  of  the  clergy  on  this  principle, 
and  their  question  has  been,  “  Hovr  many  ministers  are  there  who  tru¬ 
ly  preach  the  gospel  . 
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1  ha?e  neither  the  time  nor  the  books  requisite  for  a  particular  ex¬ 
amination  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  in  reference  to  this  subject.  The 
results  of  a  thorough  and  impartial  investigation  would  not  fail  to  be 
interesting.  We  should  be  glad  to  know  how  far  learned  and  how  far 
unlearned  men  were  employed  in  maintaining  and  propagating  evangel¬ 
ical  truth  during  the  three  first  centuries, — among  the  W aldenses  and 
Albigenses,  and  in  England  and  on  the  continent,  at  the  tidK  of  the  Re¬ 
formation  and  at  subsequent  periods,  and  in  spreading  the  Gospel 
among  Pagans  in  more  modern  times.  The  results  of  such  an  investi¬ 
gation  would  probably  show  us  that  learning,  when  truly  consecrated 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  has  been  rendered  a  great  blessing  to  the  church. 
But  unless  I  greatly  mistake,  we  should  see  at  the  same  time  that  God 
hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise  :  and 
God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things 
which  are  mighty.”  We  should  sa}',  as  the  result,  that  the  success  of 
the  ministry  depends,  not  on  the  degree  of  learning,  but  on  the  degree 
of  faithfulness  and  zeal,  which  is  brought  to  the  work.  The  great 
body  of  Moravian,  of  Baptist  and  Methodist  missionaries  have  gone  in¬ 
to  the  field  unlearned  men.  But  when  or  where  has  the  church  ever 
seen  better  soldiers  or  more  glorious  successes. 

F or  my  own  part  I  shall  consider^be  prospects  of  usefulness  for  our 
ministers  and  missionaries  as  brightened  just  in  proportion  as  I  see  an 
increase  of  evangelical  holiness  and  well-directed  zeal,  and  that  too 
whether  the  time  of  preparatory  study  be  prolonged  or  shortened,  and 
whether  the  standard  of  classical  learning  be  elevated  or  depressed. 
If  the  churches  do  not  guard  well  against  the  pride  of  human  learnings 
they  have  reason  to  fear  that  God  will  give  them  some  awful  lessons 
on  the  subject,  that  he  may  “  stain  the  pride  of  all  glory,  and  bring  into 
contempt  all  the  honourable  of  the  earth.”  Facts  have  shown  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  show  abundantly ,  that  the  world  by  wisdom  knows  not  God 
a  man  most  be  taught  to  know  him  “  not  with  wisdom  of  words,”  but 

by  the  foolishness  of  preaching.”  Every  time  I  turn  my  thoughts 
to  the  present  system  of  education  in  its  different  branches,  I  feel  fully 
persuaded  that  as  the  millennium  approaches  and  the  world  is  prepar¬ 
ed  for  its  commencement,  there  will  be  a  great  change  in  the  whole 
system  of  education.  Youth  will  be  treated  more  as  if  they  were  mor¬ 
al  and  immortal  beings,  will  be  educated  with  a  more  direct  reference 
to  the  conscience  and  the  heart ;  with  a  view  to  give  them  correct 
principles  of  action,  rather  than  mere  speculative  notions,  for  the-pur- 
pose  of  making  them  good  rather  than  great. 

Americans  generally  are.in  no  danger  of  thinking  too  highly  of  for¬ 
eign  nations  and  foreign  institutions,  in  comparison  with  their  own. 
Yet,  if  1  do  not  mistake,  they  often  do  this,  in  particular  cases,  to  ans¬ 
wer  some  special  purpose.  A  circular  was  once  prepared  for  an  Edu¬ 
cation  Society,  in  which  the  writer  stated,  that  no  Christian  country  on 
earth  was  so  destitute  of  religious  instructors,  as  the  United  States. 
He  was  led  to  this  conclusion  by  comparing*  the  number  of  Ecclesias¬ 
tics  in  America,  and  in  other  countries.  But  he  ought  to  have  known 
that,  in  most  foreign  countries,  the  great  body  of  those  who  are  called 
Ecclesiastics,  have  no  title  whatever  to  be  cdled  religious  instructors, 
being  neither  able  nor  disposed  to  teach-  The  author  of  the  article 
which  I  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  seems  to  think  that 
the  clei^  of  the  United  States,  “  for  literary  and  scientific  acquire- 
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meats,  classical  taste,  and  intellectual  force,”  will  not  bear  a  compari* 
son  with  the  clergy  of  other  countries,  nor  with  men  of  other  profesj 
sionsin  our  own  country. 

In  regard  to  the  first  point,  I  presume  a  careful  examination  of  facts 
would  show  that  the  education  possessed  by  our  clergy,  is,  (if  I  may 
use  the  terms,)  not  so  monarchical  or  aristrocratical,  but  more  republi¬ 
can  and  democratic.  What  1  mean  is  this.  We  have  not  a  particular 
class  or  select  company  of  clergymen,  who  have  carried  learning  to  so 
high  a  pitch,  or  risen  so  much  above  the  level  even  of  the  literati,  or 
produced  works  so  much  distinguished  for  classical  taste,  scientific 
learning,  or  critical  acumen  and  research,  as  the  learned  bodies  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  Cambridge,  and  Edinbugh,  and  the  German  critics  ;  but  we  have 
a  larger  body  of  respectably  educated  men,  who  diligently  employ 
their  learning  for  the  promotion  of  truth,  holiness,  and  the  salvation  of 
men.  We  have  not  so  much  learning  concentrated  in  the  few,' but  we 
have  more  dispersed  among  the  many.  We  have  not  so  many  Popes, 
Patriarchs,  Cardinals  and  Archbishops,  but  we  have  more  sound  di¬ 
vines,  able  preachers,  and  dilligent  pastors.  We  have  not  two  Uni¬ 
versities,  containing  twenty  Colleges  each,  like  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
but  we  have,  what  is  much  better  for  our  country,  this  number  of 
Colleges  dispersed  in  the  different  states.  In  the  English  universities, 
the  man  of  genius'  ^and  the  diligent  student,  may  make  higher  attain¬ 
ments  than  fall  to  the  lot  of  graduates  from  our  Colleges,  but  the  course 
of  study  is  so  free,  that  one  is  obliged  to  learn  almost  nothing.  The 
student  is  not  called  on  daily  by  his  instructor,  to  answer  questions 
about  the  lectures  he  has  heard,  or  the  lessons  he  has  read.  There 
are  indeed  examinations,  but  there  are  many  ways  of  avoiding  them,  or 
of  getting  through  them,  with  a  very  superficial  kno  wledge  of  the  sub¬ 
jects.  And  if  it  sometimes  happens  in  America,  that  a  boy  is  consid¬ 
ered  as  ripe  for  College,  who  would  not  be  allowed  a  place  on  the 
fourth  form  in  an  English  grammar  school,”  it  happens  quite  as  oilen, 
that  a  young  gentleman  receives  the  honors  of  Cambridge  or  Oxford, 
who  would  not  be  admitted  to  the  Freshman  class  in  a  New  England 
^College. 

-  There  is  an  aristocracy  of  learning  in  the  church  of  England,  which 
produces  great  men ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  clergy  are  not  proba¬ 
bly  more  learned  than  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  ministers 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  theology  and  the  composition  of  sermons, 
to  borrow  an  expression  from  Robert  Hall,  they  might  very  well  be 
sent  to  school  to  the  ministers  of  New  England.”  The  education  of 
the  dissenting  ministers  in  England,  is  certainly  much  inferior  to  that  of 
our  clergy.  The  length  of  time  spent  in  preparatory  studies,  is  gen¬ 
erally  about  three  years.  The  Baptists  and  Methodists  have  a  few 
men  among  their  ministers,  who  are  more  learned  than  any  in  the  same 
denominations  in  America,  but  I  know  not  whether  this  can  be  said 
of  the  great  body  of  their  preachers.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  number  of  illiterate  preachers,  is  comparatively  as  great  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  in  the  United  States. 

Here  I  wish  to  institute  a  comparison  of  a  different  kind.  In  what 
country  is  there  most  learning,  among  those  who  are,  not  merely  in 
name  but  in  fact,  ministers  of  Christ  ?  For  what  have  we  to  do  to  blend 
and  confound  the  preachers  of  the  true  gospel,  with  those  who  preach 
another  gospel,  or  no  gospel  at  all ;  with  those  who  have  the  form  of 


w 


w 


33 


Letter  from  Mr.  Fisk. 

fodliness,  but  deuy  the  power  thereof;  with  those  who  deny  the 
jord  that  bought  them  ?  In  this  point  of  view,  the  churches  of  Amer¬ 
ica  have  great  cause  for  thanksgiving.  Let  a  man  who  loves  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  puts  a  just  estimate  on  human  learning,  make  the 
tour  of  the  Colleges  and  Theological  institutions  of  America,  and  form 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  presidents  and  professors  as  well  as 
the  students,  and  then  let  him  visit  the  Universities  of  Europe,  and'de- 
cide  .where  there  is  most  learning  truly  devoted  “  to  Christ  and  the 
church.”  When  I  speak  with  my  Christian  friends  from  Europe, 
about  so  many  presidents  and  professors  whom  we  esteem  as  converted 
men,  who  are  friends  to  religious  revivals,  and  active  in  promoting 
them,  they  hear  with  surprise,  for  these  are  things  they  have  very  sel¬ 
dom  seen  or  heard,  and  scarcely  dared  to  hope  for  it  in  their  own  Uni¬ 
versities. 

After  all,  the  subject  should  be  considered  by  itself,  and  not  compar¬ 
atively.  The  question  should  not  be,  whether  the  clergy  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  states  are  more  learned  than  the  clergy  of  other  countries  :  nor 
whether  they  are  as  learned  as  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be,  for 
it  -  is  admitted  that  an  increase  of  learning  among  them  is  devoutly  to 
be  desired.  But  the  question  is,  whether  there  is  such  an  alarming 
dedciency  in  the  intellectual  character  of  the  clergy,  that,  all  circum¬ 
stances  considered,  this  is  the  great  ground  of  complaint,  of  censure,  of 
lamentation,  or  of  fear  and  “  deep  solicitude.”  Is  this  the  thing  that  re¬ 
quires  the  alarm  to  be  sounded,  and  the  friends  of  Christ’s  cause  to 
resolve  that  they  will  “  not  cease  to  present  their  views  to  the  public, 
while  they  can  raise  a  voice  or  wield  a  pen  ?”  Is  not  the  standard  of 
literary  attainments  rising,  and  rising  rapidly  too  among  the  clergy  1 
Is  there  not  reason  to  fear  that  a  great  part  of  them  are  making  much 
more  rapid  improvement  in  intellectual  than  in  Christian  character  ? 
And  is  not  this  a  circumstance  that  ought  to  cause  alarm  and  **  deep  soli¬ 
citude”  to  every  true  friend  of  the  church  in  America  ;  and  to  call 
forth  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  improve  the  GhHsiian  “  character  of 
the  profession  ?”  As  public  opinion  now  is  in  America,'  which  are 
most  likely  to  acquire  extensive  influence,  and  fhus'do  extensive  mis¬ 
chief,  to  poison  the  sources  of  public  opinion  and  liberal  learning,  and 
'  thus  send  out  deadly  streams  into  all  the  land  ?  the  men  who  go  out 
and  preach  the  gospel  while  they  know  little  or  nothing  ebe  ?  or  the 
men  who,  though  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  age,  attempt  te 
preach  a  gospel  which  they  do  not  understand,  and  whose  power  they 
never  felt  in  their  hearts  ?  In  what  way  do  those  who  are  called  minis¬ 
ters,  most  frequently  dishonor  their  profession,  grieve  the  children  of 
God,  and  occasion  reproach  orcontempt  among  the  men  of  the  world  ? 
Is  it  by  defect  of  intellect  or  of  learning  ?  Is  it  not  rather  by  an  inordi¬ 
nate  zeal  in  studies  that  do  not  belong  to  tbeir  profession,  by  avarice 
and  love  of  the  world,  by  meddling  with  political  affairs,  by  bickerings 
and  strifes  and  petty  disputes  among  themselves,  by  irregularities  in 
their  families,  by  want  of  zeal  and  activity  in  their  appropriate  work  ? 

The  author  of  the  article  in  the  Magazine,  alludes  to  the  well 
known  fact  that,  by  many  young  men  “the  idea  of  getting  a  college 
education  is  taken  op  comparatively  late  in  life.  In  some  revival  of 
religion  they  have  been  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  divine  truths,  and 
are  strongly  inclined  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  ministry.”  Now 
does  the  writer  mean  to  intimate  that  such  men  ought  not  to  go  into 
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the  ministry,  because  “the  foundation  of  good  scholarship”  has  not 
“  been  laid  in  the  grammar  school  ?”  Would  he  not  then  have  exclu¬ 
ded  from  the  work  a  very  lai^e  proportion  of  the  best  men  now  in  the 
ministry,  and  nearly  all  the  missionaries  that  America  has  sent  to  the 
heathen,  and  I  may  add  almost  the  whole  body  of  the  ministers  and  ‘I 
missionaries  of  the  English  Independents,  Baptists  and  Methodists  and 
of  the  Moravians  ;  in  a  word  nearly  all  who  have  gone  into  the  minis* 
try  for  the  sake  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  thus  leaving  the  sacred  of¬ 
fice,  as  it  is  in  national  establishments,  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were 
devoted  to  the  ministry  in  childhood,  educated  and  instructed  into  it, 
whether  renewed  by  the  grace  of  God  or  not  ?  'On  whom  is  the  church  - 
to  rely  principally  for  soldiers  in  the  great  enterprise  of  converting 
the  nations  ?  On  those  who  may  be  converted  out  of  the  small  num¬ 
ber  who  are  destined  from  childhood  to  obtain  a  college  education,  or 
on  those  who  are  converted  in  the  wonderful  revivals,  with  which  our 
country  is  blessed,  and  consequently  forsake  their  shops  and  their 
farms,  their  “  ships,”  and  their  “  nets,”  to  go  and  preach  the  word  of 
God  ?  Here  I  might  ask  too,  whether  some  advantages  may  not  be  ex¬ 
pected,  and  whether  these  advantages  do  not  actually  result  from  spen¬ 
ding  a  part  of  one’s  early  life  in  mannual  labours  ?  A  vast  majority  of 
those,  who  enter  the  ministry  in  America  are  to  have  the  care  of  con¬ 
gregations  that  consist  principally  of  farmers,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
they.shonld  have  some  practical  knowledge  of  their  customs,  feelings, 
prejudices  and  partialities.  Hence  it  seldom  appears  that  a  minister, 
who  has  had  a  city  education,  proves  acceptable  and  useful  in  a  coun¬ 
try  congregation.  I  have  known  more  ministers  who  have  impeded 
their  usefulness  by  their  ignorance  of  the  common  concerns  of  life, 
and  of  the  customs  and  situation  of  their  people,  than  by  their  igno* 
ranee  of  “  Caesar’s  Commentaries.”  The  habits  of  industry,  order, 
temperance  and  economy,  which  are  formed  while  under  paternal  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  preparing  to  support  themselves  by  their  own  labour, 
are  of  great  use  to  country  ministers  and  missionaries,  and  1  presume 
not  at  all  injurious  to  ministers  in  my  situationf 

I  have  prolonged  these  desultory  remarks  much  farther  than  I  at 
first  intended.  I  hope  they  will  do  no  harm.  I  would  gladly  hope 
they  may  have  some  influence  in  producing,  what  I  have  no  doubt  will 
sooner  or  later  be  produced,  a  higher  comparative  estimate  of  Chris¬ 
tian  qualifications  for  the  ministry,  and  of  Christian  education  and  less 
proportionate  attention  to  what  is  merely  intellectual.  Wishing  that 
your  editorial  labours  may  serve  to  promote  troth  and  holiness, 

'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  truly  your’s,  ^  ♦ 

P.  FISK. 


FROM  THB  BOSTON  RECORDER. 

ON  PAROCHIAL  FINANCES. 


“  When  men  consecrate  themselves,”  says  Dr.  Mason,  “  to  the 
religious  weal  of  a  people,  and  do,  by  that  act,  forego  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  open  to  all  others,  of  providing  for  themselves  and  their  families 
a  complete  competence  is  the  least  remuneration  which  they  have 
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right  to  claim.  It  is  the  dictate  of  common  sense,  common  justice,  and 
common  humanity;  It  is  also  the  express  commandment  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  But,  notwithstanding  tnese  considerations,  the  ministry 
is  little  better  than  a  starving  profession.  Not  one  man  in  twenty, 
were  he  compelled  to  live  on  the  salary  allowed  him  by  his  congrega¬ 
tion,  could  escape  from  beggary  and  rags.  The  certain  effect  is,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  deter  young  men  of  respectable  talent  from  the  min¬ 
istry  altogether ;  and  on  the  other,  to  discourage,  depress,  and  finally 
to  ruin  those  who  are  in  it  already. 

That  degree  of  talent  which  fits  one,  so  far  as  intellectual  endows 
ments  go,  for  a  useful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  is  much  rarer  than  many 
seem  to  imagine  ;  and,  humanly  speaking,  has  its  temporal  prosperity 
in  its  own  power.  When  other  pursuits  invite  by  the  promise  of  not 
only  a  maintenance,  but  of  gain,  and  even  of  opulence,  it  is  idle,  it  is 
unreasonable,  to  hope  that  youth  of  talents,  without  fortune,  whatever 
be  their  piety,  will  serve  the  church  of  God  at  the  expense  of  devo¬ 
ting  themselves  to  infallible  penury,  and  all  the  wretchedness  which 
belongs  to  it.  They  may  desire,  they  may  wish  ;  and,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  from  that  simplicity  which  never  calculates,  or  which  flatters 
itself  that  something  favourable  “  will  turn-  up,’’  they  may  venture  : 
but  in  general,  they  must  turn  away  with  a  sigh  from  the  employment, 
which,  of  all  others,  their  hearts  most  long  after.  Let  us  not  hear  of 
self-denial,  spiritual-mindedness,  and  an  heroic  indifference  to  worldly 
things,  as  characteristic  of  the  true  minister  of  Christ.  Self-denial 
^  does  not  mean  starving.  The  spirituality  of  the  father  will  not  stop 
the  cravings  of  his  children  when  they  cry  for  food  ;  nor  is  there  any 
heroism  in  preferring  tatters  and  a  hovel  to  decent  clothing  and  lodging, 
when  they  may  be  had.  It  is  very  convenient,  no  doubt,  for  men 
who  are  adding  house  to  house,  field  to  field,  thousand  to  thousand,  to  . 
harangue,  in  a  religious  stile,  on  the  necessity  of  a  minister’s  imitating 
his  Master,  who  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  when  the  prac¬ 
tical  inference  from  all  this  is  in  favour  of  their  own  pockets.  They 
are  wonderfully  concerned  for  spirituality  and  self-denial  to  be  practi¬ 
sed  by  their  minister  ;  but  as  to  their  own  share  of  these  virtues  ;  as 
to  their  parting  with  a  pittance  of  their  pelf  to  render  him  comforta¬ 
ble— why,  that  is  another  affair.  It  is  one  of  the  most  wicked  forms  of 
hypocrisy  to  plead  for  the  cultivation  of  a  minister’s  heavenly-mind- 
edness,  by  way  of  an  apology  for  cheating  him  out  of  his  bread.  The 
sin  of  the  neglect  complained  of,  is  not  equally  gross  in  all.  In  some, 
it  proceeds  from  thoughtlessness  ;  in  others  from  incapacity  to  make  a 
right  estimate  ;  but  in  most,  it  is  the  fruit  of  downright  covetousness. 
There  has  been  on  this  subject,  an  absurd  squeamishness  in  those 
whom  the  Lord  has  authorised  to  “  live  by  the  Gospel.”  They  have 
borne  and  forborne  ;  they  have  submitted  to  every  species  of  sacri¬ 
fice  rather  than  disoblige  their -people  ;  and  their  only  reward  has 
been  an  accumulation  of  injuries  and  cold-blooded  contempt.  It  is 
time  for  them  to  claim  their  due  in  a  modest,  but  manly  tone;  and 
throw  the  fearful  responsibility  of  expelling  an  enlightened  ministry 
from  the  church,  upon  those  who  are  able  but  not  willing  to  support  it 
honourably.  We  say  an  enlightened  ministry.  For  we  bavenocon^ 
ception  that  niggardly  provision  will  soon  strip  her  of  every  thing  iijt 
the  shape  of  a  minister.  You  cannot  place  the  pecuniary  recompense 
so  low,  as  that  it  shall  not  be  an  object  for  some  body.  Fix  your 
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salaries  at  fifty  dollars  a  year,  and  you  shall  not  want  candidates.  But 
then  they  will  be Jlfty-dollar~men\  All  genius,  all  learning,  all  high 
character,  all  capacity  for  extensive  usefulness,  will  be  swept  away  ;  ' 
and  rudeness,  ignorance,  impudence,  and  vulgarity,  will  become  the 
religious  directors  of  the  nation.  The  man  is  blind  who  does  not  see 
matters  fast  hastening  to  this  issue  in  the  United  States. 

‘‘  In  the  mean  time,  such  ministers  as  are  better  qualified  for  their 
stations,  are  not  only  decreasing  in  proportion  to  their  population,' but, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  prohibited  from  cultivating  the  powers  which 
they  possess.  Remote  from  literary  society  ;  without  libraries ; 
without  leisure  to  use  what  books  they  have  ;  distracted  'with  anxiety 
*  lor  their  immediate  subsistence  ;  doomed  to  the  plough  or  some  other 
secular  business,  to  keep  themselves  fed  and  clothed  ;  their  intellect 
becomes  enfeebled  ;  their  acquisitions  are  dissipated  ;  their  ministry 
grows  barren ;  their  people  indifferent,  and  the  solid  interests  of 
Christianity  are  gradually,  but  effectually  undermined.  Let  the 
churches  be  warned.  They  have  long  slept  on  the  edge  of  a  preci¬ 
pice  ;  the  ground  is  caving  in  below  them  ;  and  still  they  are  not 
aw'are.  Not  a  place  of  any  importance  is  to  b^  filled  without  the  ut¬ 
most  difficulty.  The  search  must  be  made  from  Dan  to  Be^rsheba  ; 
often,  very  often,  unsuccessfully  ;  and  when  successful,  it  is  .  only  en¬ 
riching  one  church  by  the  robbery  of  another.  The  population  of 
our  country  is  increasing  with  unexampled  rapidity  ;  very  incompe¬ 
tent  means  are  used  to  furnish  an  efficient  ministry  ;  and  the  people 
themselves  are  throwing  the  most  fatal  discouragement  in  the  way. 
All  denominations  seem  to  be  engaged  in  a  practical  conspiracy  to 
starve  Christianity  out  of  the  land.  Xet  them  tremble  at  their  deeds  ; 
let  their  loins  be  loosed,  and  their  knees  smite  together,  at  the  bare 
possibility  that  they  MAY  SUCCEED.” 


FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  GAZETTE. 

ISLES  OF  SHOALS. 

The  Isles  of  Shoals  consist  of  seven  small  islands,  about  9  miles  S. 
S.  E.  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  The  inhabitants  of  these  islands  are 
chiefly  dependant  on  fishing  for  a  scanty  livelihood,  and  are  extremely 
ignorant.  So  little  curiosity  is  manifested  by  some  of  them,  that  we 
have  seen  ‘an  aged  woman  living  on'  one  of  these  islands,  who,  we 
were  assured,  had  never  once  left  the  island,  not  even  to  visit  Ports¬ 
mouth,  although  the  town  is  within  sight  of  her  house. 

From  the  report  of  the  society  for  promoting  religious  instruction 
among  the  people  of  these  islands,  extracts  of  which  appear  in  the 
Boston  Telegraph,  it  seems  that  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1824, 
Miss  Hannah  Peabody  has  been  constantly  employed  there,  chiefly,  in 
instructing  the  children. 

On  the  sabbath,  she  has  frequently  read  to  several  of  the  people 
collected  in  a  little  circle,  such  religious  discourses  as  were  calculated 
to  do  them  good.  Religious  tracts,  also,, have  been  circulated  among 
such  as  are  able  to  read,  and  in  conversation  with  the  different  families, 
exertions  Jiiave  been  made  by  the  young  lady  above  mentioned,  to  im- 
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press  upon  their  minds  the  importance  and  sacredness  of  religious  truth; 
The  people  seem  not  insensible  to  the  value  of  religious  instruction, 
as  is  apparent  from  the  fact,  that,  with  all  their  poverty,'  (for  with 
two  or  three  exceptions  they  are  very  poor,)  they  subscribed  {^53,  on 
condition  that  a  missionary  might  be  employed  among  them  six  of  the 
twelve  ensuing  months.  Accordingly,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall  was 
engaged  by  the  directors,  and  entered  on  his  labors  Sept.  2S.” 

Having  in  former  years  been  witness  to  the  almost  savage  ignorance, 
and  squalid  misery  of  these  poor  islanders,  we  rejoice  to  find  that  bet¬ 
ter  prospects  are  opened  upon  them.  Their  degraded  condition  has 
too  long  indeed  been  h  reproach  to  the  Christian  community,  from 
whom  a  few  miles  only  separate  them.  Being  on  the  subject  of  these 
isles,  we  will  relate  an  anecdote  connected  with  them,  which  was  fa¬ 
miliar  to  usan  days  past. 

A  number  of  persons,  chiefly  of  the  humbler  walks  of  life,  in  the 
town  of  Portsmouth,  were  accustomed  to  meet  statedly  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  moral  and  religious  subjects.  At  one  of  these  meetings, 
which  were  always  conducted  with  decorum,  and  indeed  with  solemni¬ 
ty,  the  subject  before  them  was  Charity — wherein  it  consists — what  are 
its  proper  objects,  &c.  Several  of  the  members  gave  their  opinions. 
It  coming  to  the  torn  of  one  of  them  to  speak — an  elderly,  plain,  hard 
working  man  ;  he  arose  and  spoke  thus  :  “  What  my  brethren  have 
said  about  charity  is  all  very  well.  For  my  part  I  shall  add  nothing 
more  than  this  ;  here  is  neighbor  Thompson  who  sits  by  my  side,  and 
who  is  obliged  to  come  to  town  every  day  from  thef  Isle  of  Shoals, 
whei'e  he  belongs,  to  sell  his  fish.  He  is  an  honest  man  and  a  poor 
man,  and  is  in  want  of  a  great  coat  to  cover  him  this  hard  winter,  and 
here  are  my  two  dollars  towards  buying  him  one.”  His  worthy  breth¬ 
ren  took  the  hint,  and  Thompson,  by  this  practical  explanation,  was 
enabled  to  prosecute  his  daily  voyage,  clad  in  a  comfortable  garment. 


From  the  Boston  Recorder. 


STRANGE  KINDNESS. 

% 

A  few  days  since,  on  my  return  from  a  distant  part  of  the  State  of 

N - ,  I  called  at  a  public  house,  where  1  was  made  acquainted  with 

the  following  event. — A  very  sprightly  and  promising  child  being 
brought  to  the  table  where  we  were  sitting  at  breakfast,  the  landlady 
as  she  received  it  sighed  and  remarked  ;  “  Come  here  ■  you  poor  little 
creature.”  She  then  turned  to  the  company,  and  apparently  by  way 
of  explanation,  observed,  “The  mother  of  this  child  was  buried  but  a 
fortnight  i^o.”  On  being  asked  what  was  the  occasion  of  her  death, 
she  related  as  follows  :  “  Returning^from  an  assembly  a  few  months 
ago,  late  in  the  evening,  she  took  a  violent  cold,  which  threw  her  into 
the  quick  consumption. '  Before  her  marriage,  she  was  viewed  as  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  females,  and  as'  one  who  enjoyed  the  most 
enviable  prospects  of  any  in  the  whole  village  of - .  .  It  was  re¬ 

peatedly  stated  by  her  physician,  that  at  the  time  she  was  taken  ill, 
which  was  but  a-  few  months  after  the  birth  of  this,  her  only  child, 
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there  was  not  to  his  knowledge  a  female  in  town  who  enjoyed  apparent¬ 
ly,  such  perfect  health.” 

On  being  asked  whether  she  was  pious,  and  whether  she  enjoyed  in 
her  last  moments,  that  hope  which  is  an  anchor  to  the  soul  ?  She  re¬ 
plied,  “  Oh  no,  she  knew  nothing  of  her  danger  till  she  was  actually 
dying.  Her  grandmother,  by  whom  she  had  been  brought  up,  placed 
her  affections  so  much  upon  her,  that  she  could  never  deny  her  any 
favor  or  indulgence  that  she  might  crave.  When  she  was  taken  ill,  and 
exhibited  every  mark  of  being  in  a  decline,  her  grandmother  could  not 
bear  that  a  syllable  should  be  said  to  her  on  the  subject  of  a  prepara 
tion  for  death,  because  her  physician  thought  it  might  prevent  the  fa¬ 
vorable  operation  of  medicine  ;  and  she  was  never  told  that  her  case 
was  considered  dangerous,  till  she  was  told  by  her  physician  that  she 
was  already  dying.  .  While  she  was  well,  she  was  gay  and  vain,  and 
seemed  to  have  but  few  thoughts,  of  a  serious.nature,  and  while  she  was 
sick,  serious  conversation  was  cautiously  kept  out  of  her  hearing.”  I 
observed,  then  her  friends  are  not  religious;  are  they?  You  can  judge, 
Sir,  of  my  astonishment  when  she  replied,  “  Both  her  mother  and 
grandmother  are  professors  of  religion,  and  belong  to  Mr.  — ^’s 
church.  She  had  other  friends  who  are  thought  to  be  pious,. some  of 
whom  went  with  the  determination  to  converse  faithfully  with  her,  but 
were  dissuaded  by  those  who  were  immediately  about  her.  Her  dis¬ 
tress  of  mind,  when  she  came  to  be  told  that  she  was  near  her  end, 
was  very  great,  but  she  continued  only  a  few  hours.” 

Now  Sir,  how  can  we  reconcile  a  course  of  conduct  like  this,  with 
an  honest  belief  that  the  soul  is  immortal,  and  that  its  welfare  for  eter¬ 
nity  depends  on  its  repenting  and  embracing  the  Saviour  in  the  present 
life? 


JUVENILE  -WITNESS, 


Oui  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  thou  hast  perfected  praise. — Matt. 

xxi.  16. 

At  Caesarea,  in  Cappadocia,  (in  the  third  century)  a  child  named  Cyrily 
showed  uncommon  fortitude.  He  called  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
continually  ;  nor  could  threats  or  blows  prevent  him  from  openly 
avowing  Christianity.  Several  children  of  the  same  age,  persecuted 
him  ;  -and  his  own  father,  with  the  applause  of  many  persons  for  his 
zeal  in  support  of  paganism^  drove  him  out  of  his  house.  The  judge 
ordered  him  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  said,  ‘  My  child,'  I  will  par¬ 
don  your  faults,  and  your  father  shall  receive  you  again.  It  is  in  your 
power  to  enjoy  your  father’s  estate,  provided  you  are  wise  and  take 
care  of  your  own  interest.”  “  I  rejoice  to  bear  your  reproaches,”  re¬ 
plied  the  child  :  “  God  will  receive  me.  I  am  not  sorry  that  I  am  ex¬ 
pelled  out  of  our  house.  I  shall  have  a  better  mansion.  I  fear  not 
death,  because  it  will  introduce  me  into  a  better  life.”  Divine  grace 
having  enabled  him  to  witness  this  good  confession,  he  was  ordered  to 
be  bound,  and  led  as  it  were  to  execution.  The  judge  had  given  secret 
orders  to  bring  him  back  again,  hoping  that  the  sight  of  the  fire  might 
overcome  his  refiolution.  Cyril  remained  inflexible.  The  humanity 
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of  the  judge  induced  him  still  to  continue  his  remonstrances.  “  Your 
fire  and  your  sword,”  said  the  young  martyr,  “  are  insignificant.  I  go 
to  a  better  house  !  I  go  to  more  excellent  riches  !  Despatch  me  pre¬ 
sently,  that  I  may  enjoy  them  1  The  spectators  wept  through  compas¬ 
sion.  “You  should  rather  rejoice,”  said  he,  “  in  conducting  me  to 
punishment!  You  know  not  whaf  a  city  I  am  going  to  inhabit,  nor 
what  is  my  hope  !  Thus  he  went  to  death,  and  was  the  admiration  of 
the  whole  city. — Milner's  Church  History. 


THE  CLERGYMAN  AND  THE  LAWYER. 

A  young  clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  having  settled 
at  the  south,  among  a  gay  and  fashionable  people,  was  much  admired 
for  his  talents.  His  person  and  attainments  were 'also  the  objects  of 
their  enthusiastic  admiration.  All  they  hated,  were  his  Master  and  his 
message !  Once,  on  a  very  splendid  matrimonial  occasion,  he  was  call¬ 
ed  to  officiate.  The  company  convened  and  awaited  his  arrival.  In 
the  mean  time  the  conversation  turned  on  the  character  and  doctrine 
of  their  clerg3rman.  They  all  said  he  was  a  good  man,  a  smart  man, 
an  acquisition  to  the  place — but,  his  doctrine,  alas  !  how  strict,  how 
hard,  how  mysterious,  how  inflexible,  how  almost  audaciously  defend¬ 
ed  and  applied !  One  of  the  guests,  a  flippant  and  well  educated  young 
man  and  a  practitioner  of  law,  signalized  himself  to  the  high  satisfaction 
of  the  circle,  upon  the  subject  :  and  in  fine  was  deputed  to  entertain 
the  audience,  after  the  arrival  of  the  clei^man  and  the  performance 
ofthe  ceremony,  with  a  discussion,  the  object  of  which  would  be  to  re¬ 
fute  his  Calvinistic  sentiments.  The  clergyman  arrived — and  the  time 
for  the  colloquy.  The  lawyer  adduced  very  politely  and  tritely,  his 
objections — especially  against  the  doctrine  of  election.  The  clergy¬ 
man  explained  and  advanced  the  arguments  in  support  of  the  doctrine. 
The  company  were  all  attention  and  wished  their  champion  to  reply. 
He  hesitated,  and  at  last  said,  by  way  of  terminating  the  friendly  dispu¬ 
tation, — “  Well,  after  all,  I  am  not  convinced  ;  and  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
Sir,  if  I  believed  as  you  do,  I  should  necessarily  infer  the  absurdity  of 
doing  any  thing,  and  should  never  make  one  effort  toward  salvation.” 
Rejoined  the  clergyman,  “  Well,  but  believing  what  you  do,  how 
many  efibrts  do  you  make  ?”  This  was  an  ad  hominem  thrust  which 
himself  had  provoked,  and  for  which  he  was  not  prepared.  The  com¬ 
pany  saw  his  discomfiture  and  sympathized  in  his  defeat ;  for  hi^  own 
conscience  told  him,  as  his  actions  told  others,  that  he  never  made  any 
efibrts  upon  any  principle  to  attain  eternal  life,  but  was  living  in  those 
habits  of  levity  and  dissipation,  which  utterly  indisposed  him  to  all  re¬ 
ligion.— Jlfomtor. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

CommuDications  have  been  received  from  HeroaD ;  J.  W* ;  S.  C. ;  P.  S. ;  A. 
H. ;  &  S.  which  will  be  admitted.  A  continuance  of  the  poetical  favors  of  S. 
IS  respectfully  solicited.  Several  pieces  have  been  received  from  Philos  and 
others,  which  are  under  consideratioD.  We  thank  Heman  for  his  intimation 
that  we  may  bear  from  him  again,  ’ 


Poetry. 

FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  NEW-YEAR.' 

Hail  Stranger  ! — who  from  realms  of  light 
To  earth’s  probationers  dost  come,  ,  , 
Concealing,  ’neath  thy  mantle  white 
A  tablet  for  the  day  of  doom. 

Say, — who  beneath  thy  brow  benign 
Gan  trace  the  mysteries  of  thy  way  ? — 

Who  from  the  smile  of  morn,  divine 
What  clouds  may  dim  departing  day  ? 

Perchance,  the  oppressor’s  sway  shall  cease, — 
Crush’d  nations  from  the  dust  arise. 

And  Mercy  bid  the  bow  of  peace 

Illume  the  heathen’s  darken’d  skies, — 

Or  warriors  meet  in  fields  of  blood, — 

While  Pity  pours  incessant  tears, 

Ere  thou  upon  oblivion’s  flood 

Shalt  join  the  waste  of  buried  years. 

Ah  ! — ^thou  wilt  snatch  the  mortal  breath 
From  lips  where  vernal  roseS  blow. 

And  point  the  unerring  shaft  of  death 

’Gainst  breasts  that  now  with  gladness  glow. 

\ 

Yes  !— thou  hast  power  to  rend  the  heart, — 

To  wield  affliction’s  dreaded  rod. 

To  bid  the  bands  of  being  part. 

And  shuddering  spirits  meet  their  God. 

Thou  writ’st ! — On  some  the  lines  bestow 
To  be  in  earth’s  enjoyments  blest. 

On  some,  the  seal  of  hopeless  woe. — 

On  some,  an  angel’s  radiant  vest. 

Shew  me  my  name. — Thou  tfim’st  away  ! — 
Stands  it  with  death's  devoted  throng  ? —  - 
Methinks  thy  lips  reproving  say 
.  The  secret  things  to  God  belong.” 

’Tis  well. — And  who  could  more  desire 
Than  with  confiding  love  to  trust 
His  spirit  to  the  Eternal  Sire, 

.  While  Earth,  kind  mother,  guards  his  dust. 


